
1

As we navigated the second school year with COVID-19, it became much more of a 
norm. We would never have thought we would have been in year two of the pandemic, 
but we felt confident that as needs changed, we adapted. As a Foundation and as a school 
district, our communication has evolved. We watched the community and school report 
on graph charts that helped us to understand the COVID-19 case numbers. We continued 
to wear masks throughout the buildings for the safety of all and it too became the norm. 
We were successful at keeping the majority of our students in the classroom learning 
but provided online learning for those students who needed it or felt more comfortable 
with it.  

 The Foundation took queues from the Winona Area Public School’s Administration on 
how we could best serve our students. Although some normalcy was back in place, we 
still had needs stemming from the pandemic and we were happy to support.

 The third time was finally the charm as we were able to hold our fundraising event after two previous 
cancellations. The October 9th, 2021 Nosh in Nashville event welcomed those attending with a background 
vibe of country music which became the common thread connecting the life and soul of our guests who were 
all too happy to dust off their boots and fancy a shiny buckle or plaid shirt. 

 Our annual $5000 Dare to Dream grant offering had more applications than ever.  The grant awarded this 
year went to The Outdoor Classroom, written by Sarah Hedin and Amber Mlynczak, designed to fund an 
outdoor educational setting fitting for the current times at WMS.   

 We awarded 24 scholarships this past year to students who plan to continue their higher education and 
offered two new $5000 scholarships to eager applicants. Funds held at the Foundation are set up to provide 
scholarships in memory and honor of people, as well as, multiple organizations who want to give back to 
students.  

 Grants are an integral offering from our organization. We provided 47 grants to our schools to help 
enhance and enrich education for our students by providing opportunities that students may not have had 
with normal school budgets. 

 The annual Haake Poetry Prize Competition awarded 10 prizes to students blindly selected by an esteem 
panel of judges. After two previous years of meeting via ZOOM, the judges were happy to meet this year in 
person to determine which WMS and WSHS poetry authors would capture the prize awards.  

 As the newsletter comes to print, we find a more normal time for all of us. We are fortunate to have 
community and business supporters who value public education. We are so appreciative we could continue 
to serve and we could not provide the assistance we do without you and the continued support of donations 
we receive. Thank you!! 
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FOUNDATION FOR WAPS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The Foundation has always been so fortunate to have community and busi-
ness members provide time and expertise to help us continue to provide 
great benefits for our students. These four wonderful Board of Directors 
have each spent six years on the Board and have completed two terms. 
They will truly be missed. 

KATHERINE GILMER
Past President & Past Vice President
Kate shares what she loved about being on the 
Foundation Board of Directors. She said, “I love that the 
Foundation for WAPS can enrich the learning going on 
in our classrooms through the grant funds given to teach-
ers. I especially enjoy reading the creative and innova-
tive grant proposals from teachers. One of my favorite 
experiences is the Foundation for WAPS Event—It is awesome seeing the 
community come together to support our public schools! It is also really 
fun to hear my kids talk about a speaker or an experience they had at 
school and I can tell them that the Foundation for WAPS funded that!” 

STACEY MATTHEES Co-Treasurer, Investment 
Committee & Event Cashier
Stacey feels, “One of the most important ways the 
Foundation for WAPS serves our students is by being 
able to offer grants that the teachers can apply for which 
gives our students some additional learning experience 
or opportunity that they may not get in the traditional 
classroom setting. One of her most favorite things she 
liked about serving on the Board was being able to cashier at the fundrais-
ing event. She loved the fun night shared with amazing people who sup-
port the Foundation for WAPS. She also said, “My time on the Board has 
flown by and I would suggest that if anyone wants to pay it forward and 
donate time to an amazing organization, they should consider serving on 
the Foundation for WAPS Board. You meet some pretty amazing people 
along the way as well as help make the Winona Area Public Schools a 
better educational system for the children in our Winona community.”

ERICA PING Grants Committee
Erica said, “It has been an honor to be on the board and 
I have appreciated the opportunity to provide students 
with amazing experiences outside what the normal bud-
get allows. Education is such an important part of the 
lives of any student and to be able to enhance that expe-
rience in any way is a lifelong benefit that will last these 
kids a lifetime. Besides working with a great group of 
people throughout different groups of the community, a favorite part of 
being on the board has been seeing how so many people believe in the 
importance of enhancing the education of our children in this community. 
People who are willing to go above-and-beyond to provide the resources 
needed to see that our Winhawks have lasting experiences that will guide 
them through their education and their lives. I’ve truly enjoyed feeling like 
I’ve been a part of making a mark in students’ lives no matter how indi-
rectly through such a great foundation. Thank you for the opportunity.”

TINA SMEBY
Past President, Past Vice President,
Past Secretary & Past Grants Committee
We asked Tina what she would like readers to know 
about her time on the board. She replied, “It has been an 
honor to serve on the board of an organization whose 
primary purpose is enhancing the education of our local 
public school students. What a feel-good experience!” 
She also added, “I really enjoyed my time on the Grants 
Committee. So many creative, forward-thinking grants are submitted every 
year! Being on the committee that reads through those grants and makes 
recommendations for funding these amazing educational initiatives was 
very rewarding.”

JENNIFER BAERTSCH Board of Director
Jennifer has a proud WAPS family with their daughter 
Tessa, 5th grade at the Winona Middle School, their son 
Chase, 3rd grade at W-K and her husband Jim who 
coaches Winona Middle School track and WSHS cross 
country. “With my opportunity to join the Foundation for 
WAPS Board, our whole family is Winhawk Proud!” She 
is the Marketing Manager at WNB Financial where she 
has served on their team for 13 years. She is also the author and publisher 
of the new children’s chapter book, Junkyard Tough: A “Tail” of Bravery.” 
She added, “I’m passionate about the Foundation’s mission and hope my 
enthusiasm for public education will help contribute to the board’s suc-
cess. I strongly believe in giving back to create a wonderful community, 
and what better way to do that than through our schools, where we’re 
shaping our future leaders.” We are excited to work with you Jenny!

STACY COTTRELL Board of Director 
We are looking forward to Stacy Cottrell joining the 
Board of Directors. Stacy works for Miller Mentoring, a 
program that works with the Winona Area Public 
Schools to promote and nurture relationships between 
mentors and students. She encourages positive relation-
ships to help our students gain improved self-confi-
dence, emotional maturity and academic success. Stacy said, “I am look-
ing forward to learning more about all the great things the board does for 
students in WAPS and being a part of supporting our school community.” 
We look forward to Stacy giving her insight into helping us to serve our 
students even more.  

TRISHA JOHNSON WEA Representative 
Trisha will be joining the Board of Directors as our WEA 
Representative. Trisha graduated from WSHS, received 
her undergraduate degree in Biology from Winona State, 
an undergraduate degree in Science Education from 
Mankato State University, and received a Master’s in 
Education from University of Wisconsin-LaCrosse. She 
taught 8 years at WMS, 2 years at WSHS, is married to 
Mike and has two college-aged daughters Emily and Lauren. Trisha said, “I 
am hoping to contribute to the board my enthusiasm for learning. I am 
excited to be a voice for all of the great things teachers are doing in their 
classrooms and in the Winona Community.” Welcome to the Board Trisha!

BRANDI MOORE Board of Director
Brandi has lived in Winona for 25 years, is married to 
Torry, has two little girls, Siena (10) and Rowan (8), who 
are both in the district in the RIOS program. Her career 
is with Edward Jones as a Financial Advisor. She enjoys 
helping her clients reach their goals and dreams. In her 
free time, she enjoys spending time with her family and 
friends, running and biking, reading & challenging her-
self with continuing education in her field.  Brandi said, “I hope to take 
some time absorbing and learning how the board operates and that long-
term I can be impactful and thoughtful in my community as well as serve 
as a bridge between our public schools, teachers and the members of our 
community.” Welcome Brandi! 

Continued on next page.

Although it is always hard to see our Board of Director friends and con-
tributors leave as they complete their terms, we are thrilled to welcome 
new Board of Directors and look forward to their enthusiasm, ideas and 
new life they add to our many working projects. 
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LUKE MERCHLEWITZ  President, Event Chair, Past WEA Rep 
Luke has been serving on the Foundation Board of Directors as our WEA Representative. Because he has announced his retirement, after 
36 years of teaching, he will no longer be the WEA Representative but will still stay on the Foundation Board of Directors as a com-
munity member.   We are so excited to have Luke continue to provide great leadership for the Foundation. Luke adds, “I have a passion 
for public education and ensuring that all students have the opportunities necessary to reach their full potential. Public education is a 
foundation of our society and I have dedicated my career to advocating for our students, our teachers, and our schools.  I am excited to 
continue my advocacy as part of the Foundation for Winona Area Public Schools.”

IN THE ARTS & MUSIC
Music and art are emotionally stimulating and can positively impact our student’s academic performance by building social skills, 

providing an opportunity to show creativity and can keep them engaged and can provide an outlet for them. 
The Foundation for WAPS supports music and the arts through grants. We were thrilled that trips were back on after the hiatus 
caused by COVID-19. This provides a glimpse of a few of the grants we supported this year in the arts and music categories. 

WSHS Winhawk Marching Band trip to Florida
As almost a rite of passage, 94 Winhawk students had the opportunity to 
represent WSHS as well as the entire Winona community on a truly inter-
national stage by taking the WSHS Winhawk Marching Band trip to 
Florida.  The trip offered every band student to be an ambassador for WSHS 
during their junior or senior year.  Students were part of a major public 
performance and experienced ethnic and cultural backgrounds.  

Winona Senior High Orchestra Trip to New York
The WSHS Orchestra traveled to New York City to experience cultural 
learning, be part of the musical epicenter in the U.S., hear a live symphony 
at the New York Philharmonic, see the Metropolitan Museum of Art, attend 
the Broadway show, Hamilton, and see the many historical sites and views 
of New York City. This cultural and historical educational experience was 
beyond epoch.

Minneapolis Institute of Art Field Trip
AP World History students visited the Minneapolis Institute of Art through 
a Foundation sponsored field trip. Students viewed artwork from different 
regions and time-periods including Islamic art from the 900’s, various 
Chinese dynasties and period rooms from the 1600’s around the world.  
The Minneapolis Institute of Art’s exhibits followed world history and the 
connections made between what the students saw and the content in class. 

Minnesota Marine Art Museum
Sixty WSHS students, in the class Introduction to Art, got the experience of 
visiting an art museum and receiving a guided tour from a Docent who 
taught the students more about professional art. MMAM’s works of art are 
separated into three main collections: European, American and contempo-
rary. The museum, located on the bank of the Mississippi River in Winona 
has collections themed around oceans, the sea, rivers, and lakes. As stu-
dents visit this local educational gem, the world is truly their oyster.

FOUNDATION FOR WAPS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Hey Y’all. . . It's a wrap folks!
Thank you to everyone who supported the Foundation for Winona Area Public Schools with the Nosh in Nashville 
fundraising event! Guests dusted off their boots, shined their buckles and bolos and got ready to enjoy an evening filled 
with Dolly and Johnny! Our Auctioneers, Luke Merchlewitz and Tim Gleason, kept the bid cards flipping as they kept 
the crowd on alert for the next fabulous item up for bid. We could not have had such a success without our lead spon-
sors Merchants Bank and WNB Financial, along with our Corporate Sponsors and all of the generous donors. Thank 
you to all of the hard work put in by the Event and Auction Committees and our Board of Directors. It takes a village 
to make this all happen for our kids. All proceeds were given proportionately to our schools for Academics, Athletics, 
Arts and Activities. Until we meet again…. ”We’ll keep the light on for you!”

NOSH IN NASHVILLE

The Foundation for WAPS holds many funds opened with donations 
given in honor or memory and for many causes. One fund, the WSHS 
Softball Fund was  started with donations to help the WSHS softball 
team. This year, the softball team bought a much-needed permanent 
sound system for the softball field. The previous one was not perma-
nent and needed to be set up every game day. This system is Bluetooth 
compatible and gives our announcer more freedom during the game. 

Early Childhood Event Purchase
2022 LIght Lab
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GRANTS
The Foundation for WAPS is proud to support our students and schools by adding enriching enhancements in education with grants.  

Bike Club - Supply Expenses
The WALC Bike Club started with a 
grant from the Foundation for WAPS 
two years ago.  Since then, the club 
has fixed and donated over a dozen 
bikes to WAPS students in need.  
Students have received life-long skills 
in learning how to fix and maintain 
their bikes. 
With a second grant from the Found-
ation, the WALC Bike Club continues 
to be successful and have a positive 
impact on our students. The Foundation 
is proud to support this fun, educa-
tional and impactful work!

Spanish 4 Children's Books 
to Nicaragua
During the first semester of the school year, students of 
Susan Larsen’s WSHS Spanish 4 class have generously 
created 13 children’s books to donate to Wisconsin 
Nicaragua Partners (affiliated with the University of 
Wisconsin- Stevens Point) for their library in Nueva 
Santa Celia, Nicaragua, and also, for the Rios 
Immersion Program at the Winona Middle School.

With the financial assistance of the Foundation for 
Winona Area Public Schools, the students had the opportunity to share their knowledge of the Spanish 
language in a beneficial and authentic way, while simultaneously contributing to a great cause. 

Science Story Time
Sarah Hedin, WMS 5th and 6th 
grade science teacher, wants to 
bring science to life by having 
her students read a novel and 
then initiate the science that 
goes along with it. With the 
help of a Foundation for WAPS 
grant, Sarah brought in Derek 
Barkheim from Wild Seekers to 
teach survival skills. Derek did 
just that by teaching the kids to 
start fires using hand drills, bow 
drills and flint and steel.  

The Foundation awarded two $250 grants from the pool of staff candidates who provided payroll deduction donations to the 
Foundation. This year’s grant winners were Tim Gleason and Karen Whitney-Thrune. The grant money was used to purchase 
items that will enhance and enrich education for our WAPS students. Tim Gleason used his funds to purchase an inspira-
tional book for his basketball team that he coaches and Karen Whitney-Thrune also used her funds to purchase books that 
will help students in the counseling office. 

Our teachers once again spent the 2021-2022 school year continuing to work hard for our students.  Even with making sure teachers met the student’s educational 
needs, they also continued to keep the students in mind by donating personally to the Foundation for Winona Area Public Schools through our payroll deduction 
program.  Please take note of the staff members who participated in the Foundation’s Payroll Deduction Program benefitting the Winona Area Public Schools. Their 
support provided over $13,000 for our student’s education. We are humbled by these gifts and this grand support.

TEACHER & STAFF payroll deduction PARTICIPANTS 2021-2022

Gloria A. Alatorre
Kelly C. Allington
Andrew G. Althoff
Shannon C. Bechly
Patricia M. Beckman
Heather L Beier
Angela M. Bennick
Debra A. Berhow
Paula L. Braaten
William L. Braun
Janet K. Bridwell
Joel G. Bruels
Emily R. Cassellius
John F. Cassellius
David R. Chapman

Kristi L. Conway
Kristin K. Coudron
Joleen J. Danca
Pamela M. Davick
Tamara L. Eastep
Lisa M. Eddy
Heidi S. Feuerhelm
Annette Freiheit
Linda A. Gale
Timothy M. Gleason
Katrina J. Glick
Elizabeth B. Hall
Amy C. Halverson
Scott R. Halverson
Shannon L. Helgeson

Karen J. Hemker
Jon M. Hogenson
Marie L. Holmquist
Amanda K. Indra
Casey J. Indra
William J. Jacobs
Gretchen A. Johns-  
  Derbyshire
Gina M. Johnson
Trisha A. Johnson
Molli R. Kook
Susan Larsen
Holly J. Lecheler
Courtney Leske
Mary L. Lewis-Hyde

Dawn L. Lueck
Maggie Maine
Kenneth J. Mann
Jessica A. Marish
Sundra L. Menton
Luke A. Merchlewitz
Audrey M. Mercier
Amber J. Mlynczak
Jeffrey S. Morgan
Lisa L. Mullen
Brenda S. Nelson
Jenny M. Nettles
Kim M. Penrod
Gregory J. Peterson
Linda K. Pfeilsticker

Victor Pinon Flores
Nathan J. Pollock
Stacy A. Rasmussen
Jed M. Reisetter 
Theresa A. Reuter
Ann M. Riebel
Judy M. Sanvik
Barrie B. Schank
Steven R. Schild
Kirstin J. Schultz
Mary M. Schultz
Julie L. Seeley
Melanie M. Sheridan
Melissa L. Shields
Anne M. Simon-Debroux

Lisa K. Skifton
Tina W. Smeby
Jennifer L. Snook
Emily Solheid
Terri A. Spartz
Jacqueline M. Stevens
Brenda L. Svendsen
Dwayne A. Voegeli
Dheadra E. Wang
Cody J. Weadge
Kara L. Welch
Kathleen M. Welch
Karen T. Whitney-Thrune
Elizabeth A. Wright

Tim Gleason & Karen Whitney-Thrune 
2022 Payroll Deduction Winners

PAYROLL DEDUCTION GRANT AWARDS
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Anonymous
Ernie Buhler
Barb Burchill
Frank & Ruth Bures 
Don Cieminski
Dennis & Karen Cleveland Family
Leslie Foote
Michael G. Goergen
Norma Jane Grausnick 
Laura Greseth

Aaron & Lisa Hanesworth
Gary Hayes
Carol Heyl
Robert Holz
Bridget Honsey
Dr. Glen O. Johnson
Mike & Diane Kennedy
Margaret Lambert
Joel & Breanna Malin
Network for Good

Please consider the Foundation 
when you are updating your will 

or developing your estate and 
retirement plans. Our office is 

here to help you make a
difference in the lives that follow.

In 1997, the Foundation Board of Directors established the Lowell 
Nelson Society in honor of former District 861 Superintendent 

Lowell Nelson.  Membership in the Society is accorded to those 
who help build the Foundation’s endowment by naming the 

Foundation as a beneficiary in their wills, qualified pension plans 
(including IRA’s, 401k’s, Keoghs, etc.), insurance policies, trusts, 

or other types of planned gifts.  

Judy Bodway
Susan & John Eddy
Gayle Goetzman
Mark Godsey
Norma Grausnick*
Harriet Green
Carmen & Scott Hannon 
Shannon & Jim Hanzel
Dr. Donna Helble*

SOCIETY MEMBERS INCLUDE:
Susan Hoffe*
Neva King*
Pauline & Harland Knight
Ruth Kottschade*
Leone & Tom Mausycki
Ramona & Roger* Metz
Shelley & John Milek
Joliene & LaVerne Olson
Linda & Don Olson

Dr. Bruce and Katherine Rhoades 
donated $250,000 to start the Rhoades 
Family Scholarship Fund. The scholar-
ship was created to support academi-
cally successful students who demon-
strate intellectual promise, motivation 
and determination to succeed in high-
er education, and who will benefit 
from financial assistance to help fund 
the best possible college experience. 

Dr. Bruce Rhoades graduated from WSHS in the Class of 1957. While 
attending WSHS he enrolled in an academically enriched program with 
other highly motivated, successful students. Dr. Rhoades credits this pro-
gram with setting a successful course for his subsequent academic suc-
cess. This scholarship is intended to honor Dr. Rhoades’ legacy by assist-
ing academically promising, highly motivated scholarship recipients to 
reach their higher education goals.

A $5000 scholarship will be awarded annually to the chosen applicant 
for up to four consecutive years, pending documentation of academic 
success. Grace Quinn was the first recipient.

GENERAL FUND DONORS

HONORARIUM
Ben & Sharon Baratto 
Barbara Beeman
Shannon Bechly 
Anonymous 
Jim & Shannon Hanzel  
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning
Deb Berhow 
Anonymous
Eileen Dahlin 
Anonymous
Linda Gale 
Anonymous 
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning
Tim Gleason-WEA Teacher of the Year 
Jim & Shannon Hanzel 
Don & Sandra Curtain (Music Dept.)
Jim & Shannon Hanzel 
Don & Sandra Curtain (Music Dept.)
Myron Haug 
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning
Mitzi Henderson  
Ray O’Loughlin & Jamie Henderson
Don Klagge Birthday 
Marie Holmquist
Brenda Merchlewitz 
William & Judy Davis Family Fund of the 
  Winona Community Foundation  
Sharon Flatten 

Al & Deb Greenwood 
Shannon Hanzel 
Arvid & Gay Mortensen 
Mary Yahnke
Luke Merchlewitz 
William & Judy Davis Family Fund of the 
  Winona Community Foundation  
Sharon Flatten  
Al & Deb Greenwood- Birthday & Retire Honor 
Jim & Shannon Hanzel  
Arvid & Gay Mortensen 
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning 
Mary Yahnke
Jack Richter 
Mary Galke 
John & Shelley Milek
Deb Stocker 
Mary Yahnke
Mary Tuffvesson 
Anonymous 
Jim & Shannon Hanzel  
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning 
Beth Wright 
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning 
WMS Classroom Honors: 
Shannon Bechly, Joe Cynor, 
Amber Mlynczak, Mary Tufvesson, 
Cassidy Wade, John Weaver 
Anonymous

LaVerne & Joliene Olson
Dan & Pat Rukavina
James Schul
Matt & Katy Smith
Thrivent Choice
John Urness
Warnemunde State Farm Insurance
WNB Financial

Herbert Polachek
Russ & Wanda Rattunde
Nancy & Jim Reynolds
Judy & Chuck Shepard
Barbara Schilling*
Sharon Suchla*
Rita Sullivan*
Linda A. Wood
Joyce & Pete* Woodworth 

(*deceased)

WMS Staff Gratefulness 
Marie Holmquist
Ralph J. Williams 
Margaret Bierden

DONATIONS TO SPECIAL 
PROGRAMS & FUNDS

Bob Johnson Instrument Rental Fund 
Howard & Betsy Tobak
Donor Directed Science Fund 
Judith Johnson-honoring Vic Johnson
Miller Mentoring Program/Summer Programs 
Jerry Miller & Wm. Miller Scrap Iron & Metal Co.
Miller Mentoring 
Dick & Sharon Flatten–honoring the staff 
Hugh Miller 
RTP
Miller Mentoring Program in memory of 
Becky Kouba 
Rich & Denise Pflughoeft
Special Athletic Competition 
Kiwanis Sunrisers Project Account 
Saint Charles Schools

WAPS K-12 Music Department Fund 
Jean Knutzen Fund of the Winona Community 
Foundation
WAPS Science Fund 
Judith Johnson in honor of Vic Johnson
WK Bob Hogenson Fund 
WK Library Book Dispenser 
F O E NO 1243 Gambling Fund 
Elizabeth Callender King Foundation
WSHS FFA 
Jerry & Patricia Papenfuss Family Fund 
  of the Winona Community Foundation
WSHS Business/Economics Dept.  
Helen Imm Trust 
WSHS Touchdown Club  
Winona Touchdown Club

EVENT 2021 SPONSORS
$5,000 Lead Sponsors 
•  Merchants Bank 
•  WNB Financial

$1,000 Corporate Sponsors 
•  Farmers Insurance - Dave Jensen 
•  Fastenal 

•  Miller Ingenuity 
•  Roemer Construction & Design, Inc. 
•  RTP 
•  Russell & Associates LLC 
•  Solvay 
•  WinCraft 
•  Winona Education Association

$500 Beverage Sponsor 
•  Oakwood Bank of Rollingstone 
•  Peerless Industrial Group

Jeanine Aspen 
Bruce R. Dalgaard & Carol L. Korda 

Diane Dingfelder
Joy Elliott

FOUNDATION 
ENDOWMENT

EVENT 2021
Grant Donation 

Elizabeth Callender King Foundation 
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EVENT 2021 SUPPORTERS

Nosh in Nashville Friend

$250 Friend
Chuck & Laura Eddy
John & Susan Eddy
Terri Klonecki-Formgraphics
Bob & Marlene Kohner
Todd & Liz Paulson
Brad & Gaby Peterson
Walnut Street Dental
Wm. Miller Scrap Iron & Metal Co.

$5000+ Donors
Dan & Jennie Florness
Charles & Judy Shepard

$1,000-$1,999 Donors
David & Katherine Gilmer
Luke & Brenda Merchlewitz
John & Shelley Milek
Willie & Jes Miller
Torry & Brandi Moore
Garrett & Erica Ping

$251 - $999 Donors
Josh & Jenna Anderson
Shawn & Heather Beier
Erin Benson
Julie Boelter
Cindy Brown
Barb Burchill
Daren & Sandy Bussian
Jon Eckhoff
Heather Fitzloff
Dean & Annette Freiheit
Matt & Lisa Hawkinson
Matt Golden
Jeremy & Wendy Graves
Scott & Lori Jackels
Dave & Cindy Jensen
Maynard Johnson & Nancy Denzer
Bob Kierlin & Mary Burrichter
Jeff & Dawn Lueck
Kraig & Kim Penrod
Andy & Tessa Puetz
Matt & Kirsten Reeck
Jack & Judy Richter
Mike & Sarah Roemer
Ralph & Terri Roemer
Brian Russell
Bill & Jill Schmidt
Travis & Brittney Steine
Brian Stevens & Angela Thompson
Randy & Chris Streukens
Kirk Talmontas
Lee & Robin Trombetta
Gabe & Steph Vargas

Up To $250 Donors
Drew & Amy Althoff
Ben & Sharon Baratto
Matthew & Sheila Becker
Mark & Angie Bennick

Ted & Joni Benson
Larry & Mary Bergin
Nate Beske
Heather Bradberg
John Casper
John & Emily Cassellius
Susan Clark
Bruce & Marsha Danielson
Dan Dreher
Fran Edstrom
Greg & Nicole Fedor
David Foley
Justin & Mary Galke
Ann Gibson
Tim Gleason
Stacy Gobler
Corey & Tina Goettelman
Andrew & Dawn Guzzo
Lizz Hall
Scott & Amy Halverson
Michael & Jamie Hanratty
Jim & Shannon Hanzel
Seth & Kaylee Haun
Tom & Karen Hemker
Keith & Marie Holmquist
Tristyn Hutchins
Casey & Amanda Indra
Duane & Carol Jackels
Bill & Linda Jacobs
Mike & Trisha Johnson
Jamie Logsdon
John & Wendy Killen
Steve & LaDawn Kovala
Tim & Mary Leahy
Holden & Elise Lewis
Will Maas
Adam & Maggie Maine
Drew & Meghan Manor
Kevin & Haley Martin
Dan & Natalie Matejka
Stacey Matthees
Mark & Nicole McGroarty
Kelly Micalone
Scott & Amber Mlynczak
Marty & Kimberly Moran
Arvid & Gay Mortensen
Northwestern Mutual Matching 
  Gift Program
Kurt & Laura Olson
Geoff & Shannon Pass
Todd & Liz Paulson
Jeff & Robin Peterson
Linda Pfeilsticker
Chad & Amy Pike
Nate & Sally Pollock
Jed & Amblyn Reisetter
Steve & Ann Ringlien
Harriet Sandford
Bryan & Brenda Scott

SCHOLARSHIPS
Class of 1974 Memorial Scholarship
Tim & Nancy Volkart O’Malley 
Class of 1974 Memorial Scholarship
In Memory of Cheri Eddy-Crigler
Lori Ahrens
Dan & Diane Amundson
Bruce & Judith Anderson 
Sally Beck 
Bruce & Shannon Bechly
Lynn Benjamin
Ted & Joni Benson
James Theodore Biesanz
Dr. Scott & Debra Birdsall
Clifford & Jeanine Black
Andy & Jan Blomsness
Jerry & Deborah Botcher
John & Denise Brost
Nancy Brown
Brian & Sandra Burke
James & Anne Deedrick 
David & Nancy Dornfield
Cynthia Dosier
Bradley Drenckhahn & Bernice Matzke
Mark Dumke
Nick & Lori Edstrom
Sally Eichenberg
John & Susan Eddy 
Robert & Charlene Eddy
Kelly Ellinghuysen
Gregory Evans 
Ann Gibson
Mark & Kathi Haesly
Mary Ann Hartmon
James & Lor Haugen
Alexander & Mary McCreight Henderson
Walter & Joan Hinds
Al & Jeanne Hines
Herbert Hoenig
JMC of Winona, Inc.
Duane & Carol Jackels
Scott & Lori Jackels
Greg & Ann Jasnoch
Jay & Holli Johhnson
Jean Jorde
Thomas & Robyn Kieffer
Steven & Mary Kosek
Kathleen Lanik
Hannah Leverentz-Culp
Diane Lizza
Bradley & Joan Lossen
Laurie Lucas
Lynn Machajewski
Kevin Mahoney
Steven & Elizabeth Maliszewski
Kevin & Hayley Martin
David & Therese McNally
Mia Martin
Merchants Bank
Connie Mettille
Betsy Midthun
John & Shelley Milek

Dave & Margaret Obst
Don & Linda Olson 
Timothy & Nancy (Volkart) 
  O’Malley
John & Carol Overland
Donald & Donna Peterson 
Jeffrey & Barbara Peterson
Randy & Denise Plachecki
Steve & Margaret Schild
Debbie Schoener
John Schollmeier & Dorothy Diehl
Peter Shortridge
Ellen Smith
Matt & Katy Smith
Todd & Debbi Spencer 
Tom & Ann Stark
Marjorie St. Peter
Geraldine Taylor
Keith & Mara Thompson
Dayle & Rebecca Valentine
Hal & Mary Vanfossen
Jolene Vaselaar
Daniela Vognar
Dean & Linda Wendler
Community Fund of the Winona 
  Community Foundation
Friends of WNB Financial
Steven & Kathleen Young
Craig & Patricia Jilk Scholarship
Craig & Patricia Jilk 
Erik Floan Memorial 
Scholarship Fund
Einar Floan 
Fly Like an Eagle WSHS AVID 
Graduation Scholarship
The Eagles Club
Miller Mentoring Mark Deter 
Memorial Scholarship- 
It Takes Two 
Anonymous from the Mark Deter 
  Memorial Fund of the Winona 
  Community Foundation
MiEnergy Scholarship Fund
MiEnergy
Rhoades Family Scholarship 
Fund
Dr. Bruce & Katherine Rhoades
Sophia Allena Moe College 
Scholarship Fund
Dave & Terry Bauer
Kathy Becher
Randy & Ann Blaser
Bluffview Estates
Cierzan Family
Dennis & Karen Cleveland
Tom Conway 
Rolf  & Livia Dahl
Mark & Julie Erickson
Derek & Cathryn Espy
Mike Forbes

Eric & Monica Siegfried
Randy & Deb Skarlupka
Joseph & Emily Solheid
Jim & Judy Strande
Chris & Jessica Taylor
Dwayne & Denine Voegeli
Cassidy Wade
Tom & Jennifer Walters
Kari Wantock
Mark & Karla Winter
Chad & Jennifer Woyczik
Brian & Susan Zeller

VIP Donors
Joni Benson
Jan Blomsness
Blooming Grounds
Jennie Florness
Amy Halverson
Scott & Lori Jackels
Dawn Lueck
Hayley Martin
Merchants Bank
Luke & Brenda Merchlewitz
John & Shelley Milek
Winona Park & Rec
WNB Financial

Décor Sponsors
Ted & Joni Benson
Scott & Amy Halverson
Scott & Lori Jackels
John & Shelley Milek
Arvid & Gay Mortensen
Ralph & Terri Roemer

Event Committee
Luke Merchlewitz, Chair
Joni Benson, Jennie Florness
Amy Halverson, Lisa Hawkinson
Karen Hemker, Lori Jackels
LaDawn Kovala, Brenda Merchlewitz,
Shelley Milek, Gay Mortensen
Sarah Roemer, Terri Roemer, 
Brenda Scott

Event Sponsors
Tim Gleason & Luke Merchlewitz 
  Auctioneers
Jeremy Graves & WSHS Tech Nest 
  Video Creation & Support
Tanya Hoarn-Photographer
Lori Jackels-Graphic Design & Print
Scott & Lori Jackels-Raffle Sponsor
Knitcraft Corporation-Signage   
  Sponsor
Luke & Brenda Merchlewitz-Raffle 
  Sponsor
The Grill at Signatures-Raffle Sponsor
Visions Event Sponsor-Venue Sponsor
WinCraft Inc.-Bid Sleeves & Lanyards
Special Thanks to Elizabeth Callender 
  King Foundation Grant

MEMORIALS
LaVonne Beeman
G. Nancy O’Reilly
Jeff “JB” Boelter 
Julie, Jenna, Jared, & Jonah Boelter
Glenn L. Cleveland
Dennis & Karen Cleveland Family
Dawn Dettling
Jon & Misha Hogenson 
Ursula Hogenson
Matt & Heidi Niemeyer
Jeff & Heather Prondzinski
Pete & Mary Steffen

James Elliott
Joy Elliott
Peter Flick
Scott & Amy Halverson
Norma Grausnick  
  (Books for Kindergarten)
Horace & Rose Andersen
Andrew & Kristin Bergaus
Kathleen Boone
Margaret (Peggy) Guenther
Mary Heise
Dave & Kathy Palmquist
David & Lynn Theurer
Sarah Theurer Erbes

David Heise (WSHS Softball Fund)
Lisa Schlosser
Paulette Klinger
Carmen Keister
Ronald & Diane Stevens
Jim Klinger
Paulette Klinger
Jane Knothe
Luke & Brenda Merchlewitz
John Larimer
Gayle Goetzman
Dave Lueck
Ronald & Diane Stevens

Edward McCormick
Eileen McCormick
Michael McCormick
Eileen McCormick
Cleo McMillen
Mary Yahnke
Barry Nelson
Steven & Elizabeth Ashbrook
Joyce Beard
Richard & Katherine Bell 
Marian Carroll
John & Heather Casper 
Donald & Sandra Curtin

Marian Drussell
Wayne & Nancy Dunbar
Eileen Hislop
Maynard Johnson & 
  Nancy Denzer
Gayle Goetzman
Richard & Kathleen Kohner
Tim & Summer Kohner
Barb Larson 
Marcus & Shelley Mack
Barbara Mihm
Jeanne Nelson
Jerry & Faye Nelson
Patricia Peterson

Kathy Reitmaier
Jeff & Shirley Reif
Susanne River
Susan Roffler
Russell & Associates LLC
Katherine Shaw
David & Lynn Theurer
Richard Thorn & Lora Storm
Bernard & Michele Ziegeweid
Anne Polachek
Herbert Polachek
Paul Richards
Dr. Nancy Wondrasch

Rose Schultz
Dr. Scott & Carmen 
  Hannon 
Laura Newell Sylvan
Don & Sandra Curtain 
  (Music Dept.)
Scott Streater
Ruth Streater
Ralph J. Williams
Margaret Bierden

Goodview Winona Area Youth 
  Hockey Assoc.- Gambling Fund
Steve Groth
Julie Hennessy
Doug & Patricia Hubbard
Matt & Christy Jereczek
KB Materials
Timothy & Summer Kohner
Paul, Heather, and Chayce Klinger
Joe & Toni Kluck
Matthew & Kara Lindaman
Kurt & Joni Lossen
Steve & Betty Maliszewski
Dennis & Mary Maloney
Market Street Tap, LLC
Rick & Amy Jo Moe
Torry & Brandi Moore
Traci Morken
Muddy Waters Yoga
Steve & Tammy Musta
John & Debbie Nielsen
Patty’s Friends
Todd & Liz Paulson
Randy & Mary Jo Pfaff
Ping Family
Port 507 Bar- Chad Brink
RTP
Greg & Leslie Scarborough
Schmit Insurance Group, LLC
Service Plus Heating & Cooling
Michael Short
Rod Sines
Mac, Abby & Winnie Smith
Mike & Kim Smith
Smith, Smith, Smith & Forbes
Anthony & Rebecca Speltz
Arthur & Jeanette Speltz
Larry & Christine Stoltman
Roger & Theresa Thompson
Tom Thompson
Tuesday Night Golf Group
Jim & Dawn Tye
Ed Urbick-MCC Embroidery & 
  Screen Printing
Lance Westby
Terry & Marilynn Westby
Winona Senior Living
Winona Steamboat Days Festival
Tom Blacklock Memorial 
Scholarship Fund
Michael & Teri Jacquart
Winona Friendship Scholarship 
Winona Friendship Center
Xcel Energy Scholarship
Xcel Energy
Youth Alliance Scholarship Fund
Garrett Heath
Greg & Pam Lica-in memory of  
  Joe Tristano
Matt & Sara Pientok
Gene Thiele

* Donations received to date prior to the event
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OUR MISSION

SINCERE THANKS TO EACH OF YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Watch for NEWS 
on a 2023 Event!

Thank you to the many generous and caring Foundation donors! You have 
made it possible to enhance funding for many great educational projects 

and programs in the Winona Area Public Schools.

www.foundationwaps.org For more information, please call the Foundation at 507-494-1004
or email: support@foundationwaps.org

HOW YOU CAN HELP
Donations can be made online, (www.foundationwaps.org), in person 
at our office at WMS, or by mail at 1570 Homer Road, Winona, MN 
55987. Gifts are frequently made in honor or in memory of a special 
person or event and can also be provided via a will, pension plan or 

other types of planned giving.
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The single purpose of the Foundation is to 

enrich and expand educational opportunities 
in Winona Area Public Schools. 

COMMUNITY ALUMNI & SUPPORT
Community and alumni support has been invaluable to the many projects that have 

benefited our students. Using the emails collected from the Alumni Directory update, 
the Foundation for Winona Area Public Schools has started to reach out to alumni to 
share with them what is new at school and the work of the Foundation to enrich and 

enhance learning for students and teaching for our faculty.

If you, or a family member, are a WSHS alumni and you are not receiving an 
emailed newsletter, please use on the online form, found on the Foundation website 

at www.foundationwaps.org/alumni, to update your contact information.


