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Dare to Dream
Outdoor Classroom

Whitewater State Park

Whitewater State Park

WMS Care Closet

Early Childhood 
Puppet Theater

After almost 12 years of service to the Foundation for Winona Area Public Schools, Shelley Milek will 
step down as Executive Director, effective August 31. Milek will “pass the baton” to current Foundation 
for WAPS board president and retired educator, Luke Merchlewitz, who will serve as Interim Executive 
Director effective September 1.

Under Milek’s leadership, over 100 funds were created and 
numerous scholarships were awarded to fulfill the Foundation’s 
mission of enriching and expanding educational opportunities at 
Winona Area Public Schools. While working alongside community 
volunteers and business partners, Milek helped to establish new 
programs and grant opportunities, leaving a legacy that will last for 
years to come. The Foundation for WAPS Board of Directors would 
like to thank Milek for her leadership and dedication.

Merchlewitz is completing his 40th year in education, with 36 
years dedicated to Washington-Kosciusko Elementary School as an 
elementary teacher. His wife, Brenda, also served a lengthy and 
respectful teaching career with WAPS. Merchlewitz and his 
children are proud Winona Senior High School alumni. He has 
been involved and dedicated to the Foundation since joining the 
board in 2011.

The Foundation for Winona Area Public Schools is an independent, 
non-profit, 501(c)3 organization established in 1991 and funded entirely by community and business 
supporters of education in Winona. The Leave a Legacy program allows donors to support the 
Foundation’s mission by honoring a program or individual. To create your legacy and help “pass the 
baton” by making a donation in honor of Milek or Merchlewitz, visit www.foundationwaps.org or 
contact the Foundation at support@foundationwaps.org or 507-494-1004.
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THE FOUNDATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

2023-2024
Jenny Baertsch, Marketing Chair

Shawn Beier
Brad Berzinski, ***Superintendent

Julie Boelter, *Co-Treasurer
Brooke Cherny, Student Rep. 

Stacy Cottrell, *Secretary
Judy Davis, *Vice-President

Nancy Denzer, ***School Board Rep.
Dave Jensen

Trisha Johnson, **WEA Rep./Grants Chair
Kris Lynch, *President

Brandi Moore
Jessica Richards
Katrina Scoville

Chris Thrune, Investment Committee
Robin Trombetta, *Co-Treasurer

Judy Yess, **Ret. Ed. Rep.
Dr. Brian Zeller

*Executive Committee 
**Ex-Officio; Voting 

***Ex-Officio; Non-Voting

Luke Merchlewitz, Interim Executive Director

Information on the Foundation for Winona Area Public Schools, its mission, 
Board of Directors, grants, and alumni connections can be found on our website at:

www.foundationwaps.org
Also, a LINK FOR ONLINE DONATIONS is available 24/7 for gifts in 

honor or memory of a special person, program, or event.

VISIT US online!

Milek Passes Executive Director Baton to Merchlewitz

Foundation for WAPS Board of Director
Annual Meeting 2023

The Foundation is on 
Facebook & Instagram!

"Foundation for Winona 
Area Public Schools"
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FOUNDATION FOR WAPS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The Foundation for WAPS is so fortunate to 
have a dedicated board of directors that not 
only give back by volunteering countless 
hours, but they help to create rewarding 
educational opportunities for our students.  
Each member comes to the table with 
unique skills that help us make decisions to 
support and benefit our students and staff.   

These six Board of Directors have each spent six years on the 
Foundation Board and have completed two terms:

Coming and Going...

Ben Baratto • Retired Education Representative

Dan Bucknam • Grants Committee

Lisa Hawkinson • Events Committee

Luke Merchlewitz • President & Events Committee Chair

Gay Mortensen • Marketing & Alumni Chair; Events Committee

Steve Ringlien • Grants Chair & Events Committee

Going.......

Shawn Beier

Coming.......
Although it is always hard to see our Board of Director friends and 
contributors leave as they complete their terms, we are thrilled to wel-
come new Board of Directors and look forward to their enthusiasm, 
ideas, and new life they add to our many working projects. 

They will be truly missed!

Our student representative, Nathaniel 
Dennis, completed his two-year term 
and will be off to Luther College! 

Thank you and 
Good Luck, Nate!

Brad Berzinski Dave Jensen

Jessica Richards Katrina Scoville Judy Yess

Dr. Brian Zeller Brooke Cherny
Student 

Representative

Our WAPS teachers and staff once again spent the 2022-2023 school year working hard for our students. Not only did they meet the student’s 
educational needs, they also continued to keep the students in mind by donating personally to the Foundation for Winona Area Public Schools 
through our payroll deduction program. Please take note of the staff members who participated in the Foundation’s Payroll Deduction Program 
benefiting the Winona Area Public Schools. Their support provided nearly $12,000 for our student’s education. We are humbled by these gifts 
and this grand support.

TEACHER & STAFF PAYROLL DEDUCTION PARTICIPANTS 2022-2023

Gloria Alatorre
Kelly Allington
Andrew Althoff
Amber Barnard
Pat Beckman
Jerry Benedict
Paula Braaten
William Braun
Janet Bridwell
Joel Bruels
Emily Cassellius
John Cassellius
David Chapman
Kristi Conway

Stacy Cottrell
Kristin Coudron
Jolene Danca
Pam Davick
Russell Diggins
Tammy Eastep
Lisa Eddy
Heidi Feuerhelm
Timothy Gleason
Katrina Glick
Elizabeth Hall
Amy Halverson
Scott Halverson
Justin Hanson

Shannon Helgeson
Karen Hemker
Jon Hogenson
Marie Holmquist
Amanda Indra
Casey Indra
Bill Jacobs
Gretchen Johns-
Derbyshire
Gina Johnson
Trisha Johnson
LaDawn Kovala
Holly Lecheler
Courtney Leske

Mary Lewis-Hyde
Dawn Lueck
Kenneth Mann
Jessica Marish
Sydnie Martinache
Sundra Menton
Amber Mlynczak
Jeffrey Morgan
Lisa Mullen
Brenda Nelson
Jenny Nettles 
Kristie O’Brien
Kim Penrod
Gregory Peterson

Nathan Pollock
Alison Prodzinski
Stacy Rasmussen
Jed Reisetter 
Ann Riebel
Judy Sanvik
Barrie Schank
Steven Schild
Kirstin Schultz
Mary Schultz
Julie Seeley
Melanie Sheridan
Melissa Shields
Anne Simon-Debroux

Tina Smeby
Emily Solheid
Terri Spartz
Jacqueline Stevens
Brenda Svendsen
Marie Thomes
Dwayne Voegeli
Dheadra Wang
Cody Weadge
Kara Welch
Kathleen Welch
Karen Whitney-Thrune
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RAISES OVER $86,000 
FOR SMART BOARDS

GGoingoing
Modern

As Foundation for Winona Area Public Schools guests entered 
Visions Event Center on February 25th, they were dazzled with a 
clean streamlined architectural style, neutral black and white color 
palette, and geometric shapes and asymmetry all to raise money 
for SMART Boards for our schools. Those attending got in the mod-
ern spirit dressing and took the minimalistic look to the maximum 
with a monochromatic black and white look, which added to the 
entertainment.

A sea of white bid cards floated through the room as auctioneers, 
Tim Gleason and Luke Merchlewitz, worked hard to get bids for 
our schools.  With the help of our lead sponsors, Merchants Bank 
and WNB Financial, along with many corporate sponsors, auction 
donors, and community donors, we were thrilled to raise over 
$86,000 for new generation SMART Boards for our schools. 

Eleven years ago, the Foundation for WAPS assisted our schools 
with the purchase of SMART Boards.  Since that time, they have 
become obsolete or no longer functioning.  With budget con-
straints and the current allotment to the technology budget, it 
would take 10 years to supply SMART Boards to all classrooms.  
The Foundation is thrilled to play a part in assisting with this need 
and getting the tools into our students' hands faster. 

The community of volunteers it takes to make this event a success 
is beyond amazing! For more information on the Foundation for 
Winona Area Public Schools, contact luke.merchlewitz@winona.
k12.mn.us or call 507-494-1004.  

The Foundation for WAPS "Goes Modern" for 
SMART Boards and raises over $86,000!!!

Going 
Modern 

Auctioneers

Going 
Modern 
Bidder

Champagne 
Wall

The Foundation awarded two $250 grants from the pool of 
staff candidates who provided payroll deduction donations to 
the Foundation. This year’s grant winners were Terri Spartz 
and Samantha McCormick. The grant money was used to 
purchase items that will enhance and enrich education for 
our WAPS students. Terri Spartz ordered two light covers. They 
are essentially large posters but designed to cover lights so the 
students are able to see the SMART Board better and their 
papers. Students also like the brief distraction of looking at the 
warm beach, especially in January.  Samantha McCormick 
was so excited and grateful for the grant as well. Samantha 
bought therapy lights. She used them with students during sessions together, offering some 
much needed sunlight boost that helped get them through the long winter. In addition, the 
therapy lights were loaned out for the students to use. It is another educational tool in help-
ing students with their mental health and different avenues of self-care! Congrats Terri and 
Samantha and thank you for donation to our payroll deduction program.

9th grader 
Tabby Mulkey

Light Covers

Samantha McCormick
and Terri Spartz

PAYROLL DEDUCTION AWARDS
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GRANT DOLLARS AT WORK...
The Foundation for WAPS is proud to support our students and schools by adding enriching educational enhancements with grants.

APUSH Books
WSHS social studies teacher Sarah Gruett Fowler applied for a grant for AMSCO 
Advanced Placement books to prepare her students all year for the APUSH exam in 
May. Sarah stated, “Students are able to use the books to read quality content that has 
short practice tests, short and long answer questions, and document based questions in 
every unit to prepare them! This book is an improvement to our APUSH curriculum 
because it prepares the students from September until they take the test in May!” We 
are happy to help Sarah!

WMS Improving Mental Health 
Through Coloring
A grant awarded to Cristen Schultz’s WMS Health 
class, improved student’s mental health through 
coloring. The goal of the life-size coloring posters is 
to allow students an outlet when they need to relax 
and reduce their anxiety and also provides a means 
for mindfulness. 

W-K Sensory Room
Teacher, Mackenzie Carter, was thrilled to be awarded a grant 
from the Foundation for WAPS for the W-K Sensory Room. 
Mackenzie explains, “Firstly, it provides students with a space to 
receive the sensory input they need in order to regulate. They 
are able to interact with different textures and materials they 
otherwise would not have access to. The sensory room also 
allows students a safe space to work on their gross and fine motor 
skills. Lastly, students are able to play in the sensory room which 
gives us a wonderful opportunity to practice their social skills.” 
The Foundation is happy to enrich education for all of our WAPS 
students. 

Green Reading Awards
Goodview Teacher, Britta Browne, thanks the Foundation for the grant that 
encourages the Goodview students to read at home on a daily basis. For extra 
motivation, the students are given different prize awards when they hit certain 
milestone reading minutes. The Goodview students below are rocking their 
new t-shirts!
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GRANT DOLLARS AT WORK...

WALC Rec Center Grant
Because the WALC building does not have gym 
space, physical education teacher, Jennifer Miller, 
thanks the Foundation for the WALC Rec Center 
grant. Miller states, “Being able to go to the East 
Rec Center allows our students to have opportuni-
ties for those larger group games like basketball, 
volleyball, soccer, or to walk or run laps.” The 
Foundation appreciates providing physical educa-
tion opportunities for our students. 

30 Days Lost in Space Grant
As part of elective coursework at the ALC, the 
teachers work hard to incorporate student interests 
into their project and activities. Here a student 
who is interested in video games, computers, and 
electronics is working on a coding program called 
“30 Days Lost in Space.” This was possible by a 
Foundation for WAPS grant. 

Unified Physical Education
The Unified Physical Education class is a new class at the Winona Middle School 
that brings students with and without disabilities together, as equals, in a physical 
education setting where all students are engaged and able to learn with their peers. Here 
the WMS students took a field trip sponsored by the Foundation for WAPS to the Winona 
State Climbing Wall and Westgate Bowl.

Elementary Walkthrough Day
The Foundation for WAPS was proud to provide a grant to pay for buses to take WAPS 
seniors to each elementary school for a walkthrough so elementary staff and students 
could support and congratulate them. This brought a sense of Winhawk Pride and cele-
bration into our schools. The senior students were able to reflect on where their journey 
began, and all they accomplished, and our youngest Winkawks had an opportunity to 
dream about their graduation day. Congratulations 2023 WAPS graduates!!
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Carolyn Ayers
Bob Bambenek
Barbara Burchill
Ernie Buhler
Donald & Patricia Cieminski
Donna Daniels
Frances Edstrom
Leslie Foote
Dean & Annette Freiheit
Aaron & Lisa Hanesworth
Steve & Anne Hayes

Carol Heyl
Robert Holz
Keith & Marie Holmquist
Margaret Lambert
Karen Littlejohn
Jerry & Mary Lowery
Larry and Janet Luttmers
John & Shelley Milek
Rami Nareshkumar
LaVerne & Joliene Olson
Progressive Insurance Foundation

GENERAL FUND DONORS

HONORARIUM
Ben & Sharon Baratto 
Larry and Janet Luttmers
Ivana Blank 
Jim & Shannon Hanzel
Ernie Buhler (90th BD) 
Jim & Shannon Hanzel
Andrea Church 
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning
Gayle Goetzman 
Bob Bambenek
Sonia Hanson 
Larry and Janet Luttmers
Jim & Shannon Hanzel 
Don & Sandra Curtin (Music Dept.) 
Don & Sandra Curtin (General Fund)
Jim Hanzel 
Barbara Beeman
Mitzi Henderson  
James Henderson & Ray O'Laughlin

Richard Hopkins 
Ben & Sharon Baratto
Cindy Johnson 
Diane Dingfelder
Dr. John Kaehler 
Larry and Janet Luttmers
Don Klagge’s Birthday 
Keith & Marie Holmquist
Joni Klagge’s Birthday 
Keith and Marie Holmquist
Dawn Lueck 
Keith and Marie Holmquist
Ken Mann 
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning
Brenda Merchlewitz 
Bob Bambenek 
Larry and Janet Luttmers

G. Nancy O’Reilly
Dan & Pat Rukavina Family Fund
   	 of the Winona Community 
	 Foundation
Ben & Katrina Scoville
Dr. Charles & Judy Shepard
Sandra Suchla
John Urness (Class of 1958)
Warnemunde State Farm Insurance
Marjorie White
Dennis & Kimberly Wirt

Luke Merchlewitz 
Bob Bambenek 
Allan & Debbie Greenwood 
Larry and Janet Luttmers
Ed Spencer 
Glen O. Johnson
Deb Stocker 
Mary Tuffvesson
Lori Ulrich 
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning
Beth Wright 
Larry & Janet Luttmers
Liz Wilson 
Keith and Marie Holmquist
Mary Jo Wiltgen 
Ben & Sharon Baratto

DONATIONS TO SPECIAL 
PROGRAMS & FUNDS

Bob Johnson Instrument Rental Fund 
Howard & Betsy Tobak
ECFE PTA Fund 
ECFE PTA
Miller Mentoring Program/Summer Programs 
WM. Miller Scrap Iron & Metal Co.
Miller Mentoring 
Hugh Miller & RTP Company 
Anonymous
Miller Mentoring Program in memory of  
Margery Charles Leisy 
Gregory & Charissa Eaton
Miller Mentoring Program in memory of 
Becky Kouba 
Donna Losinski
SOS/WMS STORE 
Bluff Country Co-op

SLIPA  
Charles Alexander 
Katie Seipel Anderson  
Coca Cola Bottling Co. 
Excel Images 
Fastenal  
FOE No 1243 Gambling Fund 
Jeremy & Brittany Littel 
M & J Urbick 
SLIPA Committee 
Steak Shop Catering Inc. 
VFW Post 1287-Gambling Account 
Winona F.O.E  
Winona Health Services 
Winona SLIPA 
WNB Financial

Special Athletic Competition 
Bluffview Montessori School 
Shannon Doberstein 
Paperbacks and Pieces 
Jeff & Mindy Reinardy 
Kayla Spalding
STEM Program 
PhRMA
Student Donation-Community Donation 
Bluff Country Co-op
WAPS Foundation Sports 
Mary Jo Stiever in memory of Allan Bestul
W-K Bob Hogenson Fund 
Ursula Hogenson in memory of Ron Buermann 
Ursula Hogenson in memory of Mary Lou Hazelton 
Ursula Hogenson in memory of Gene Stanek 
Luke & Brenda Merchlewitz in memory of Jane Knothe 
Chris Steffen 
Mary Steffen 
Marina Steffen 
Paul Steffen

WMS 
Anonymous
WMS Outdoor Classroom 
Timothy Allington 
Sarah Hedin & WMS Staff
WSHS Business/Economics Dept. 
Helen Imm Trust 
WSHS First Robotics Team #3090 
Watlow Electronic Manufacturing Co.
WSHS Touchdown Club  
Winona Touchdown Club

Tim & Kim Firstbrook   ~   Fred Fletcher   ~   Shelley Smith-Fletcher

MEMORIALS
John (Jack) Ambuhl 
Ben & Sharon Baratto 
Walter & Virginia Bennick 
Dr. Scott & Carmen Hannon  
G. Nancy O’Reilly
Eric & Cathy Bartleson  
Don & Sandra Curtin
Ron Buermann 
Ursula Hogenson
Cheri Eddy Crigler 
Craig & Paula Scheevel
James Elliott 
Robin Adler & Joy Elliot
Parvis Emad 
Gertrude Emad 
Richard & Rosetta Nesvacil
Christopher “Kip” Gilbertson 
Ben & Sharon Baratto 
Barbara Beeman 
Margaret Lambert 
Jerry & Mary Lowery 
Sandra Suchla
James Hansen 
Scott and Amy Halverson 
G. Nancy O’Reilly 
Dennis & Kimberly Wirt
Shannon Hanzel 
Barbara Beeman 
Luke & Brenda Merchlewitz 
John & Shelley Milek 
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning
Jackie Kimber 
Dan Kimber 
Janis Vose 
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning
Jim Klinger 
Paulette Klinger (Girls Athletics)

Harland Knight 
David & Muriel Arnold 
Elizabeth Callender King Foundation 
Luke & Brenda Merchlewitz 
John & Shelley Milek
Jane Knothe 
Bob Bambenek 
Ben & Sharon Baratto
George Bud Koenig  
David & Muriel Arnold
Gale Kreibich 
Judy Davis 
Luke & Brenda Merchlewitz 
John & Shelley Milek
Joe Lepley 
Sandra Suchla 
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning
Dave Mahlke 
Frank & Ruth Bures
Jackie Mahlke  
(Choir, Orchestra & Theater) 
Horace & Rose Andersen 
Ben & Sharon Baratto 
Mary Baylon 
Boomers Quality Plumbing 
Linda Bouck 
Frank & Ruth Bures 
George Cipov 
Don & Sandra Curtin 
Gayle Goetzman-Stolpa 
Jim & Shannon Hanzel 
Carol Heyl 
Sue Hoodecheck 
Brian & Ann Junker 
Helen Keiper 
Margaret Lambert 
Rich & Bev Lindseth 
Joni Lynch 
Carl Mahlke 
Dave Mahlke 

Lynn Therese Mai 
Mark & Vicki Malay 
Luke & Brenda Merchlewitz 
Dave & Judy Mertes 
Harold & JoAn Moham 
Anah Munson 
Chuck & Sandy Schollmeier 
Mary Ann Severson 
Jack & Mary Smith 
Michael Speck 
Sandra Suchla 
Sandra Tschida 
Janis Vose 
Kay Whetstone 
Women’s Art Class
William Nepper 
Ben & Sharon Baratto 
Ruth Peplinski 
Ursula Hogenson 
Jon Hogenson 
Heidi Niemeyer 
Heather Peplinski 
Mary Steffen
Anne Polachek 
Herbert Polachek 
Lindsey Posey 
Scott & Amy Halverson  
Janet Luttmers
Howard William Rockwell 
Ben & Sharon Baratto
Jim Saxton 
Joyce Merg Family
Susan Schueler 
Paul & Mitzi Girtler
Pete Weess 
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning
Chad Wenzel 
David & Muriel Arnold

FOUNDATION ENDOWMENT

$5,000 Lead Sponsor 
Merchants Bank 
WNB Financial

Special Event Grant Sponsor 
Bluff Country Co-op 
Elizabeth Callender King 
	 Foundation 
F O E NO. 1243 Gambling Fund 
	 (Eagles Club) 
Dr. Charles & Judy Shepard 

EVENT 2023 SPONSORS
$1,000 Corporate Sponsor 
Edward Jones 
Fastenal Company  
Miller Ingenuity 
RTP 
Russell & Associates, LLC 
Solvay 
Sugar Loaf Ford Lincoln Mercury Inc. 
WinCraft 
Winona Education Association

Leave A Legacy...
THROUGH THE FOUNDATION'S 

LOWELL NELSON SOCIETY

Please consider the Foundation when 
you are updating your will or develop-
ing your estate and retirement plans. 
Our office is here to help you make a 

difference in the lives that follow.

In 1997, the Foundation Board of Directors established the Lowell 
Nelson Society in honor of former District 861 Superintendent Lowell 

Nelson.  Membership in the Society is accorded to those who help 
build the Foundation’s endowment by naming the Foundation as a 
beneficiary in their wills, qualified pension plans (including IRAs, 
401ks, Keoghs, etc.), insurance policies, trusts, or other types of 

planned gifts.  

Judy Bodway	
Susan & John Eddy
Gayle Goetzman
Mark Godsey
Norma Grausnick*
Harriet Green
Carmen & Scott Hannon 
Shannon* & Jim Hanzel
Dr. Donna Helble*

SOCIETY MEMBERS INCLUDE:
Susan Hoffe*
Neva King*
Pauline & Harland* Knight
Ruth Kottschade*
Leone & Tom Mausycki
Brenda & Luke Merchlewitz
Ramona & Roger* Metz
Shelley & John Milek
Arvid & Gay Mortensen

Joliene & LaVerne Olson
Linda & Don Olson
Nancy & Jim Reynolds
Russ & Wanda Rattunde
Judy & Chuck Shepard
Barbara Schilling*
Sharon Suchla*
Rita Sullivan*
Linda A. Wood
Joyce & Pete* Woodworth (*deceased)

We make every effort to ensure donors are listed. If we missed you, 
we apologize and will put your name in the next newsletter!

Winona
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EVENT 2023 SUPPORTERS
Going Modern Friend
$100 Friend
Judy Davis
Todd & Liz Paulson
$150 Friend
Keith & Marie Holmquist
$250 Friend
Bob & Marlene Kohner
Walnut Street Dental Associates
Wm. Miller Scrap Iron & Metal Company
$5000 and up Donors
Dan & Jennie Florness
$2,000-$4,999 Donors
Willie & Jes Miller
$1,000-$1,999 Donors
Mike Blank
Greg Evans
Jennie Florness
Annette Freiheit
Matt, Camron & Lisa Hawkinson
Scott & Lori Jackels
Luke & Brenda Merchlewitz
John & Shelley Milek
$251 Up To $999
Heather Beier
Mark Bennick
Cindy Bergler
Ted & Joni Benson
Julie Boelter
Brian Burke
Caitlin Crouchet
Kerri Ferstl
Dawn Guzzo
Amanda Indra
Maynard Johnson & Nancy Denzer
Bob Kierlin & Mary Burrichter
Terry Knothe
LaDawn Kovala
Mary Leahy
Dawn Lueck
Jeff Lueck
Stacey Matthees
Brandi Moore
Gay Mortensen
Martin Oines
Kim Penrod
Christian Prescher
Amblyn Reisetter
Ralph & Terri Roemer
Jill Schmidt
Brenda Scott
Tony Speltz
Sean Thompson

Renae Vinton
Jennifer Woyczik
Up To $250 Donors
Josh Anderson
Nicole Anderson
Horace & Rose Andersen
Ben Baratto
Barbara Beeman
Shawn Beier
Erin Benson
Brian Bergler
Brad Berzinski
Julie Biggerstaff
Andy & Jan Blomsness
Bremer Bank 
Britta Browne
John Casper
Emily Cassellius
Susan Clark
DeAnn Denzer
Nicole Fedor
Kevin Flies
Peter Florness
Linda Folgers
Tim Gleason
Michael & Sharon Goergen
Gayle Goetzman-Stolpa
Jeremy Graves
Laura Greseth
Lizz Hall
Scott Halverson
Dr. Scott Hannon
Jim & Shannon Hanzel
Erik Heinrichs
Karen Hemker
Lisa Henderson
Duane & Carol Jackels
Lori Jackels
Paul & Joan Jackels
Bill Jacobs
Tim Joecks
Mike Johnson
Terry Knothe
Brittany Krings
Amanda Langley
Jenna Lubinski
Kris Lynch
Laura Loos
Will Maas
Maggie Maine
Amy Jo Marks
Hayley Martin
Dan Matejka
Scott Mlynczak
Jonelle Moore

Martin Moran
Brian Mueller
Jon & Betsy Olson
Scott & Kelley Olson
Lindsey Posey
Jay Rasmussen
Jim & Lynda Rickoff
Steve Ringlien
Carly Sawyer
Maddie Schmoker
Monica Siegfried
Deb Skarlupka
Sarah Slaby
Karin Sonneman
Scott & Karen Sorvaag
Chris Streukens
Brenda Svendsen
Robin Trombetta
Denine Voegeli
Kari Wantock
Betsy Wells
Décor Sponsors
Ted & Joni Benson
Scott & Lori Jackels
Luke & Brenda Merchlewitz
John & Shelley Milek
Ralph & Terri Roemer
Event Committee
Luke Merchlewitz, Chair
Jenny Baertsch
Joni Benson
Julie Boelter
Jennie Florness
Amy Halverson
Lisa Hawkinson
Karen Hemker
Lori Jackels
LaDawn Kovala
Stacey Matthees
Brenda Merchlewitz
Shelley Milek
Gay Mortensen
Amblyn Reisetter
Steve Ringlien
Terri Roemer
Brenda Scott
Chris Thrune
Robin Trombetta
Welcome Wall Glovelies
Susan Clark
Karen Hemker
Stacey Matthees
Joni Benson- Champagne Hostess

* Donations received to date prior to the event

Adventure Cycle & Ski
Acoustic Café
Altra Credit Union
An Eye For It Consulting & Design
Dave & Nicole Anderson
Ashley Furniture
Steve & Nancy Bachler
Backwater BBQ
Jenny Baertsch
Ben & Sharon Baratto
Bell Museum & Planetarium
Coach Brian Bergstrom & 
	 WSU Warrior Football
Biesanz Stone Company
Big River Climbing Guides
Julie Boelter
Bremer Bank
Bob & Kathy Calvey
Cedar Valley Golf & Dining
Commonweal Theater
Computer Dock
Cost Cutters
Cottage House Inn/Lanesboro
Dahl Auto Winona
Dale’s Cleaning Service
Jolene Danca
Elmaro Vineyard
Erbert & Gerbert’s Sandwich Shop
Farmers Insurance / Dave Jensen
Fastenal Company
Fifth Street Liquor
Flowers on Broadway
Gabby’s Bar & Lounge
Glenn, Renae, Jeff, Jenna, 
	 Kenley & Lilly
Great Clips
Great River Shakespeare Festival
Green Thumb Artistry

Gunderson Health Systems 
	 Dermatology & Plastic Surgery
Matt & Lisa Hawkinson
Heart’s Desire
Hoff Celebration of Life Center
Hwy 61 Liquor
Hy-Vee Grocery Store/Winona
Ironcraft
Island City Brewing Company
Kendell True Value Lumber
Kathy Kovala
Knitcraft Corporation
La Boutique LLC
La Crosse Fireplace Company
LaDawn Kovala
Lark Toys
Loft on Third
Dawn Lueck
Kris Lynch
Stacey Matthees
Luke & Brenda Merchlewitz
Midtown Foods
John & Shelley Milek
Minnesota City Custom
Minnesota Marine Art Museum
Minnesota State College Southeast 
	 Cosmetology
Minnesota Vikings
Miya Japanese Bistro
Morgan’s Jewelers
Motor Parts & Equipment Inc.
Muddled Thyme
Muddy Waters Yoga Studio
Nate & Ally’s Frozen Treat Creations
Nosh Scratch Kitchen
Orno Gift & Home
Perkins Family Restaurant
Pillbox Bat Company
RTP Company

EVENT 2023 AUCTION DONORS
Ann Renk
Rocco’s Pizza
Rochester Wholesale Fruit/ 
	 Downtown Meat Market
Ralph & Terri Roemer
Sanborn Canoe Company
Sapori di Sicilia
Paul & Barrie Schank
John Schutz
Bryan & Brenda Scott
Sky Nails
Steak Shop Catering Services
Sullivan’s Supper Club
Suolo Spa
Target/Winona
The Boat House Restaurant
The Bridges Golf Course
The Loos Team at Keller Williams 
	 Premier Realty
The Refinery Co.
Angela Thompson/Coldwell Banker 
River Valley, Realtors
Thrivant/Teri McNally
Total Wine & More
Trader Joe’s/Rochester
Robin Trombetta
Barbara Ver Brugge
Visit Winona
Watkins Products
WinCraft Inc.
Winona 7 Theater
Winona County Historical Society
Winona Family YMCA
Winona Park & Recreation
Winona State University
Winona Tour Boat
WKM Properties
WSU Outdoor Education Recreation Center
Dr. Brian & Susan Zeller

SCHOLARSHIPS
Class of 1974 Memorial Scholarship
Alice Keller in honor of Julie Keller 
	 Pease’s BD
Erik Floan Memorial Scholarship Fund
Einar Floan 
Fly Like an Eagle WSHS AVID 
Graduation Scholarship
F O E No 1243 Gambling Fund
Logan Monk Scholarship Fund
Affinity Plus Federal Credit Union
Vicki Allen
Lori Anderson
Mary Anderson
Andrea’s Former WSU Students
Jamie Baumann
Rebecca Benson
Andrew & Kristin Bergaus
Birthright of Winona
Bonnie Boettcher
Deric & Lisa Boone
Bruce & Paula Braaten
Julie Brand
Jeff & Linda Brokaw
Dean & Nancy Brown
Michael & Kelly Burt
Richard & Mary Lynn Carter
Raymond & Colleen Cenfield
Dr. Ruth Charles
Darrel & Janine Corey

Chad & Kristin Coudron
Daniel & Grace Coudron
Christina Douglas
Robert & Susan Edel
Lawrence & Carla Erickson
Nicole Fedor
Dick & Sharon Flatten
Former WSU Students
Rilla & Shauneen Freund
Joanne Fritz
Karen Gleason
Timothy Gleason
Patricia Glew
D.M. & Becky Glodowski
Goodview Firemens Relief 
	 Association
“Goodview Girls”
Cassie Jeanne Gorman
Daniel & Cynthia Groth
Gunderson Lutheran 
	 Administrative Services
Shane Gunderson
Kevin & Patricia Haessig
Dara Hagen
Kim Hancock
Dr. Kent Hansen
Jim & Shannon Hanzel
Robert & Linda Heath
Patrick Hedges
David & Denise Herber
Kathy Hovell

Casey & Amanda Indra
Christy Jereczek
Rita Jessen
Benjamin & Cherie Johnson
Maynard Johnson & Nancy Denzer
Ronda Kaiser
Joel Kelner
Bryan & Vandessa King
Terry Knothe
Robert & Marlene Kohner
Terry & Mary Kroening
Bridget LaMontagne
Robert & Diane Larson
The Lereta Family 
Amy Lockwood
Theresa Longhorn
Kathleen Loos
Gerald & Cheri Luna
Richard & Maria McKenna
Audrey Mercier
John & Shelley Milek
William & Elizabeth Moe
Robert & Barbara Monk
Edward & Cynthia Morreim
Lilalee Mumper
Jim & Sandy Newman
Steven & Patricia Norman
Douglas & Jodi Olson
Larry & Christine Overhaug
Eva Pampuch
Emily Lanik Parr

Eric & Stacy Pawlowski
Terri & Jodi Peshon
Jared & Stacy Rasmussen
Bryan & Jessica Reed
James & Nancy Reynolds
Susan Katherine Rothenbuhler
Thomas Sawyer & Connie Mettille
Steve & Margaret Schild
Hallie Schoeneberg
Donald Schott
Dawn Singer
Stephanie Singer
Katy Smith
Randy & Pauline Spalding
Curtis & Traci Stachowitz
Kris Stevens
Jino Stoner
Linda Studer
Gerri Taylor
David & Lynn Theurer
Mark & Jennifer Vieth
Dwayne Voegeli
WAPS Boys Basketball Team
WAV Nutrition
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning
Don Wille
Winona Wrestling Club
Chad & Jennifer Woyczik
WSU Faculty Association
WSU Foundation

WSU HERS Department
WSU Social Work Department
James & Mary Yahnke
Dr. Brian Zeller
Mienergy Cooperative
Mienergy Cooperative
Miller Mentoring Mark Deter 
Memorial Scholarship- 
It Takes Two
Anonymous
Pete Weess Scholarship Fund
Scott & Amy Halverson
John & Shelley Milek
Dwayne Voegeli
Ann Weess
Sophia Allena Moe College 
Scholarship Fund
Troy & Jessica Armbruster
John & Jane Brinkman
Brian & Dana Cierzan
Dennis & Karen Cleveland
Rolf & Livia Dahl
Richard Edwards
Steve Groth
Thomas Hennessy
Matt & Christy Jereczek
Michael & Trisha Johnson
Rik Johnson

KB Materials
Joe & Toni Kluck
Bob & Marlene Kohner
Tim & Summer Kohner
Arron & Mandi Lange
Doug & Cherie MacLennan
Steve Maliszewski
Merchants Bank
Traci Morken
Todd Paulson
Brian Pfaff
Randy & Mary Pfaff
Port 507 Bar
RTP Company
Greg & Leslie Scarborough
Mike & Sue Schroeder
Service Plus Heating & 
	 Cooling, LLC
Sidecar Inc.
Rodney Sines
Macaulay & Abby Smith
Boden & Terri Soderbeck
Larry & Christine Stoltman
Roger & Theresa Thompson
Lance Westby
Terry Westby
Winona Bar Owners Group LLC
Winona Post
Toni Wissestad
Robb Wunderlich

Tom Blacklock Memorial 
Scholarship Fund
Joyce Merg Family
Jerry & Judy Lawson
Xcel Energy Scholarship
Xcel Energy
Youth Alliance & 
Community Merit 
Scholarship Fund
Garrett Heath 
Jon Lica
Matt & Sara Pientok
Richard Tristano

Auctioneers 
Tim Gleason 
Luke Merchlewitz
Photographer 
Mollee Bjerke
Venue Sponsor 
Visions Event Center

Signage Sponsor 
Knitcraft Corporation
Raffle Sponsors 
Luke & Brenda Merchlewitz 
John & Shelley Milek 
Gabby’s Bar & Lounge
Champagne Beverage Sponsors 
Express-A-Button 
Joni Benson- In Memory of Jack Nelson

EVENT 2023 SPONSORS cont.
Graphic Design & Print 
Sara Wyman Guy 
Shelley Milek 
Gay Mortensen
Video Creation & Support 
Jeremy Graves 
WSHS Tech Nest
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1570 Homer Road
Winona, MN 55987
507-494-1004

“Investing in today’s students for tomorrow’s future.”

OUR MISSION

SINCERE THANKS TO EACH OF YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Watch for NEWS 
on a 2024 Event!

Thank you to the many generous and caring Foundation donors! You have 
made it possible to enhance funding for many great educational projects 

and programs in the Winona Area Public Schools.

www.foundationwaps.org For more information, please call the Foundation at 507-494-1004
or email: support@foundationwaps.org

HOW YOU CAN HELP
Donations can be made online, (www.foundationwaps.org), in person 

at our office at Winona Middle School, or by mail at 1570 Homer 
Road, Winona, MN 55987. Gifts are frequently made in honor or in 
memory of a special person or event and can also be provided via a 

will, pension plan, or other types of planned giving.

U.S. Postage 
PAID

Permit No. 42
The single purpose of the Foundation is to 

enrich and expand educational opportunities 
in Winona Area Public Schools. 

COMMUNITY ALUMNI & SUPPORT
Community and alumni support has been invaluable to the many projects that have 

benefited our students. Using the emails collected from the Alumni Directory update, 
the Foundation for Winona Area Public Schools has started to reach out to alumni to 
share with them what is new at school and the work of the Foundation to enrich and 

enhance learning for students and teaching for our faculty.

If you, or a family member, are a WSHS alumni and you are not receiving periodic 
email information from the Foundation, please use the online form, found on the 

Foundation website at www.foundationwaps.org/alumni,
to update your contact information.


