
Information about the Foundation for Winona Area Public Schools, 
our mission, Board of Directors, grants, and alumni connections 

can be found on our website at:
www.FoundationWAPS.org

Also, a LINK FOR ONLINE DONATIONS is available for gifts in honor or memory 
of a special person, program, or event.

VISIT US ONLINE!

An incredible 77 grants were awarded to projects and 
programs at Winona Area Public Schools, including two 
$5,000 Dare to Dream awards, and two $250 Payroll 
Deduction grants. Learn more as you browse this 
newsletter!

A record $155,000 was raised through the Foundation’s 
annual fundraiser, this time benefitting the WAPS Music 
Department. Read more about the “Music For All” 
campaign on Page 3.

Jenny Baertsch completed her first year as Executive 
Director of the Foundation. She’s our first permanent  
full-time Director, and her passion and leadership are 
already apparent. If you haven’t had a chance to meet 
Jenny, please reach out.

The Foundation for WAPS is an independent, non-profit, 
501(c)(3) organization established in 1991. In order to 

continue creating moments and milestones, we need generous donors who support 
public education in Winona. Donations are the most critical component to the success 
of the Foundation and our support of WAPS. Thank you for helping to fulfill our mission of 
enriching and expanding educational opportunities for our students.

MEMORABLE MOMENTS, RECORD-SETTING MILESTONES

JULY 1, 2024 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2025

FOUNDATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

2025-2026
Shawn Beier

Brad Berzinski, ***Superintendent
Stacy Cottrell, *President

Judy Davis, *Vice-President
Nancy Denzer, ***School Board Rep.

Laura Greseth, *Co-Treasurer
Dave Jensen

Trisha Johnson, **WEA Rep. /  
Grants Chair
Kat Marquez
Brandi Moore

Sally Olson
Jessica Richards, *Secretary

Katrina Scoville
Brian Sisson

Chris Thrune, *Co-Treasurer /
Investments Chair

Judy Yess, **Retired Educators Rep.
Brian Zeller

*Executive Committee 
**Ex-Officio; Voting 

***Ex-Officio; Non-Voting

Jenny Baertsch, Executive Director

The 2024-2025 year was filled with many memorable moments and 
record-setting milestones!

The Foundation for WAPS Board of Directors would like to extend its deepest gratitude for your generosity and kind support.  
Your help has made all of the special programs, projects, and field trips listed in this newsletter possible.

77 
grants were awarded, 

totaling $69,000  
to WAPS projects 

& programs

  FOUNDATION

64% 
of total grants went to 
educational trips for 

students

$155,000 
raised for  

“Music For All”  
fundraiser

394 
registrations for the 

Donut Dash 4K Run/Walk 
& Mini Donut Kids Run

500 
Bloedow’s donuts  
consumed at the  

Donut Dash

10 
student winners earned 

$1,400 from Haake 
Poetry Contest

113 
poems entered in the 
Haake Poetry Contest, 

63 from WMS & 
50 from WSHS

32 
senior scholarships 

totaling $50,000 
awarded from funds  

at the Foundation

$5,000 
Dare to Dream grant 

awarded to WSHS 
Media Arts

$5,000 
Dare to Dream grant  

awarded to WSHS  
Project Podcast

116 
WAPS staff members 

donated over $17,000  
through Payroll 

Deduction

2 
Payroll Deduction 

grants of $250 
 for percussion 
equipment &  

electronic books

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR

Goodview Kindergarten apple orchard trip
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Lora Aeliot
Gloria Alatorre
Kelly Allington
Danielle Alseth
Jenna Anderson
Melanie Anderson
Molly Appicelli
Jim Baertsch
Amber Barnard
Patricia Beckman
Jerry Benedict
Sara Bittle
Paula Braaten
William Braun
Janet Bridwell
Kimberly Brist
Joel Bruels

John Casper
Emily Cassellius
John Cassellius
Kimberly Christensen
Kristi Conway
Stacy Cottrell
Kristin Coudron
Jolene Danca
Angela Denis
Russell Diggins
Tammy Eastep
Lisa Eddy
Mandy Flesch
Jennifer Foster
Tim Gleason
Katrina Glick
Jeremy Graves

Lizz Hall
Amy Halverson
Scott Halverson
Kim Hancock
Jaime Hanratty
Justin Hanson
Callie Haugen
Sarah Hedin
Beverly Heitland
Karen Hemker
Karla Hemker
Carley Hofer
Jon Hogenson
Marie Holmquist
Amanda Indra
Casey Indra
Bill Jacobs

Gretchen Johnson- 
  Derbyshire
Gina Johnson
Trisha Johnson
Jessica Jordan
Justin Jordan
Abby Kauphusman
Kathrine Konop-Wolf
Matt Krage
Kayla Lager
Sarah Langowski
Mary Lewis-Hyde
Dawn Lueck
Luke Madsen
Jessica Marish
Sydnie Martinache
Samantha McCormick

Sundra Menton
Audrey Mercier
Amber Mlynczak
Abigail Mooney
Kimberly Moran
Jeffrey Morgan
Brenda Nelson
Kristie O’Brien
Kim Penrod
Gregory Peterson
Nate Pollock
Stacy Rasmussen
Amblyn Reisetter
Jed Reisetter
Ann Riebel
Laurie Rogers
Judy Sanvik

Tommy Sawyer
Barrie Schank
Kirstin Schultz
Mary Schultz
Amber Scott
Julie Seeley
Melanie Sheridan
Melissa Shields
Anne Simon-Debroux
Sarah Slaby
Tina Smeby
Terri Spartz
Traci Stachowitz
Brittney Steine
Travis Steine
Jacqueline Stevens
Brenda Svendsen

Amy Trytten
Denise Van Etten
Marjorie VanCleave
Renae Vinton
Dwayne Voegeli
Kim Wadewitz
Sara Wakeham
Jennifer Walters
Dheadra Wang
Cody Weadge
Kara Welch
Kathleen Welch
Allison Witt
Nicole Wood
Jennifer Woyczik

FOUNDATION FOR WAPS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The Foundation for WAPS Board of Directors is a group of 18 volunteers from all walks of life, including business professionals, parents, 
educators, even a high school student representative! All provide valuable support, direction, time, and resources to advance the 
Foundation’s mission.

While it’s hard to say goodbye to three outstanding and dedicated Board Members who have completed their terms, we’re thrilled to 
welcome the enthusiasm, ideas, and energy of two new Board Members for 2025-2026!

. . . INCOMING & OUTGOING

WAPS staff members spent the 2024-25 year working hard for our students. Not only did they meet the students' educational, social, 
and emotional needs, they also continued to keep the students in mind by personally donating to the Foundation for Winona Area 
Public Schools through our Payroll Deduction program. Their support provided over $17,000 for our students' education. We remain 
humbled by these gifts and grand support. Thank you to:

WAPS STAFF  PAYROLL DEDUCTION  PARTICIPANTS 2024-2025

OUTGOING

Julie Boelter
Co-Treasurer, 
Winona State 

University

Each year, the Foundation awards two $250 grants from a pool of 
Winona Area Public Schools staff members who generously 
donate to the Foundation through payroll deduction. The awards 
are used to further the Foundation’s mission of enriching and 
enhancing educational opportunities in WAPS. 
This year’s grant winners were Paula Braaten and Kimberly 
Christensen! Paula, the 5th & 6th Grade Band Teacher at WMS, 
used her $250 grant to purchase much-needed percussion 
equipment for WMS, including crash cymbals and a trap table. 
Kimberly, a Special Education Teacher at Winona Middle School, 
used her grant award to purchase audiobooks and Wonderbooks 
for her classroom.

PAYROLL DEDUCTION AWARDS

 Brooke Cherny
Student 

Representative, 
WSHS

Kris Lynch
President, 

Mayo Clinic  
Health System

INCOMING

Sally Olson
At-Large, 
Fastenal

Brian Sisson
At-Large, 

Saint Mary's 
University

Paula Braaten Kimberly Christensen
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A grand total of $155,000 was raised for the Music Department 
at Winona Area Public Schools from the Foundation’s 2025 
“Music For All” fundraiser!
The fundraiser advanced the “Music For All” fund, held at the 
Foundation for WAPS, to support the ongoing needs of the 
WAPS K-12 Music Department. Using the fund, WAPS will pur-
chase new acoustical shell systems for the auditoriums at 
both Winona Middle School and Winona Senior High School. 
Both venues support music education and performances for 
all students in District 861, as well as the events and activities 
of many community groups. 
In our “Music For All” effort, the Foundation held two fundrais-
ing events on May 10. The day began with the 2nd annual 
Donut Dash Run/Walk, and that same evening, supporters 
gathered for the 13th annual Dinner & Auction. Further fund-
raising came from community partnership events, personal 

and business donations, as well as grant awards including $10,000 from the Elizabeth 
Callendar King Foundation and $10,000 from the Winona Foundation.
The “Music For All” planning team included Event Chair Graci Palubicki, Auction Co-Chairs 
Terri Roemer and Lisa Hawkinson, and numerous event volunteers. A special thank you goes 
to our “Music For All” Lead Sponsors, Merchants Bank and WNB Financial. 

‘Music For All’ Raises $155,000 for WAPS MUSIC DEPARTMENT

2nd Annual Donut Dash 4K Run/Walk and Mini Donut 1K Kids Run 
at Winona Senior High School on May 10, 2025
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Anonymous
Jim & Jenny Baertsch
Rebecca Benson
Howard & Jane Bickner
Black & Veatch Corporation 		
	 Employee Matching Gifts Fund
Julie Boelter
Ernest Buhler
Barbara Burchill
Celanese Foundation
Class of 2004

Donald & Sandra Curtin
Marcy Faircloth & Caylan Larson
Fastenal
Gregg & Linda Folgers
Leslie Foote
Hawkeye Forest Products
Carol Heyl
Robert Holz
Bridget Honsey
Michael & Trisha Johnson
Margaret Lambert

GENERAL FUND DONORS
Susan Larsen
Nathan Morris
LaVerne & Joliene Olson
Eric Pawlowski
Thrivent
Peter & Mary Tufvesson
John Urness
Westley Wamsley
Walmart of Winona
Gregory & Pamela Wing
Brian Zeller

Anonymous
Harland & Pauline Knight Trust

July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025
We make every effort to ensure all donors are listed. If we missed you, we apologize and will list your name in the next newsletter.

ENDOWMENT FUND
Bloedow Bakery

City of Winona Bus Transit Service
Fastenal

Kimo’s Pumping & Portable Toilets
Luke & Brenda Merchlewitz

Midtown Foods
Mulligan’s Pub

QDOBA of Winona
Russell & Associates

IN-KIND DONATIONS

Bob Johnson Instrument Rental Fund 
Howie & Betsy Tobak
Bruce Reeck Athletic Fund 
Tim & Kim Firstbrook
Distance Running Fund 
Anonymous
Jefferson Elementary School 
Marcy Faircloth & Caylan Larson
Girls Basketball 
Val & Mary Jo Stiever
Miller Mentoring 
Altra Federal Credit Union 
Brennan Ashton 
Amber Barnard 
Cheryl Bechard 
Fastenal 
Richard & Sharon Flatten 
Fraternal Order of Eagles #1243 
John Grattan Jr. & Kay Pedretti 
Kimberly & Corey Hancock 
Hiatt Metal Forming 
Kathrine Konop-Wolf & Kyle Wolf 
Jennifer McHugh & Jonathan Hedin 
Luke & Brenda Merchlewitz 
John & Shelley Milek 
Miller Ingenuity 
Jon & Betsy Olson 
Richard & Denise Pflughoeft 
Nina Quynh Dao 
RTP Company 
Kevin & Beatrice Salisbury 
Jami Severson 
Rachel Vogel 
Tom & Barb Wynn
Miller Mentoring Summer Program  
Miller Scrap & Disposal
SLIPA  
El Patron Mexican Grill & Cantina 
Marcy Faircloth & Caylan Larson 
Fraternal Order of Eagles #1243 
Goodview Activity Group 
QDOBA of Winona
Special Athletic Competition 
Anonymous 
Excel Images 
Kiwanis Sunrisers 
Anthony & Linda Palubicki 
Mark & Lindsey Shay
Winhawk Dance Fund 
Anonymous

Winona Diamond Club 
Altra Federal Credit Union 
Associates in Mental Health & Addiction Services 
Borkowski Towing & Salvage 
Joel Bruels 
Timothy Buswell 
Coron Family Chiropractic 
Gregory Evans 
Mark & Donna Faanes 
Farmers Insurance Jensen Agency 
Fastenal 
Martin & Deborah Gappa 
Paul Gilbertson 
Gordie’s Towing & Repair 
Bruce & Janice Harem 
Hoff Celebration of Life Center 
Thomas & Cecilia Hoffman 
Robert Holz 
JC Air Duct Cleaning 
JC Radon Services 
Dean & Cheryl Kalmes 
Paul & Heather Klinger 
M&M Property Management 
Daniel & Natalie Matejka 
Francis & Toni McDevitt 
Miller Scrap & Disposal 
Morrie Miller Athletic Foundation 
Gina Murphy 
Nancy O’Reilly 
Linda Pfeilsticker 
Jerry Raddatz 
Reed’s Tree Service 
David & Laurie Repinski 
River City Grill 
Mark & Julie Schneider 
Michael Semling 
Matt & Katy Smith 
Sunshine Refuse 
Todd’s Refrigeration 
RTP Company 
VFW Post 1287 
Dwayne & Denine Voegeli 
Walnut Street Dental 
Marty & Leslie Werden 
Gregory & Pamela Wing 
Winona Elks Lodge No. 327 
Winona Health 
Winona Heating & Ventilating 
Winona Lions Club 
WNB Financial 
Jason & Kristina Wright
WSHS Business/Economics Dept. 
Helen Imm Trust Fund
WSHS Touchdown Club  
WAPS Touchdown Club

$6,000 Lead Sponsor
Merchants Bank
WNB Financial

$3,000 Event Sponsor
WinCraft by Fanatics

$1,500 Corporate Sponsor
Altra Federal Credit Union
Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Winona
Dahl Automotive
Edward Jones
Excel Images
Farmers Insurance Jensen Agency
Fastenal
Kickass Beef Jerky

EVENT 2025 SPONSORS
Midtown Foods
Miller Ingenuity
Miller Scrap & Disposal
Minnesota State College Southeast
RTP Company
Russell & Associates
Sugar Loaf Automotive
Winona Education Association
WKM Properties

$10,000 Friend
Elizabeth Callender King 		
	 Foundation
Winona Foundation
$7,600 Friend
Jeff & Marcy Van Fossen
$5,000-$6,000 Friend
Judy Davis
Dan & Jennie Florness
Fraternal Order of Eagles #1243
Jamf Nation Global Foundation
Dr. Charles & Judith Shepard
Josh & Jennifer Severson
$1,000-$2,000 Friend
Mark & Angie Bennick
Greg & Terri Evans
Goodview Activity Group
Kevin & Cassie Gorman
Guardian Wealth Strategies
	 at Schwab Charitable
Jack Hedin & Jenni McHugh
Chad & Alison Heltemes
Maynard Johnson & Nancy Denzer
	 Johnson
Luke & Brenda Merchlewitz
Walmart Foundation
Winona Elks Lodge No. 327
$400-$600 Friend
Paige Hawkinson
Shari Jarvis
Paul & Terri Lueck
Brent MacLennan
Mayo Clinic Health Systems
John & Shelley Milek
Paperbacks and Pieces
Pizza Ranch
Robin & Lee Trombetta
Karl & Karin Sonneman
Winona Nursery & Landscaping
Jake & Nora Woodworth
Joyce Woodworth
$250-$350 Friend
Margaret Cassidy
In Memory of Jesse Cisewski
Corinne & Dave Colburn
Dunn Blacktop Company
Lori & Scott Jackels
Jeff & Dawn Lueck
Riverside Integrated Solutions

$100-$249 Friend
Abbott
Jenna Anderson
Steve Bachler & Nancy Edstrom Bachler
Jim & Jenny Baertsch
Shawn & Heather Beier
Rebecca Benson
Nancy Boyum Brown
John & Heather Casper
John & Emily Cassellius
Rick & Leah Dold
Marcy Faircloth
Gregg & Linda Folgers
Karen Gleason
Andrew Guzzo
Scott & Amy Halverson
Scott & Carmen Hannon
Ellen Hanson
Justin Hanson
Megan Hatfield
Ed Hedin
Marie Holmquist
Dave King
Cassandra Knott
Bob & Marlene Kohner
Martha Langowski
Adam & Maggie Maine
Drew Manor
Kat Marquez
John & Mary Merchlewitz
Nate & Ally’s Frozen Treat Creations
John & Betsy Olson
Kurt Olson
Nancy O’Reilly
Anthony & Linda Palubicki
Kim & Kraig Penrod
Bruce & Carol Ramsdell
Jed & Amblyn Reisetter
Hannah Schultz
Monica & Eric Siegfried
Signatures Restaurant
Brian & Kaitlin Sisson
Chris Streukens
Brenda Svendsen
Dwayne & Denine Voegeli
WAPS Music Department

$50-$99 Friend
Anonymous
Jerod Baertsch
Bruce Bechly
Barbara Beeman

EVENT 2025 DONATIONS
$50-$99 Friend cont'd
Tom & Karin Benedict
Joni & Ted Benson
Jan & Andrew Blomsness
Paula Braaten
Robert & Kathleen Calvey
Marisa Capezzuto
Stacy & Daniel Cottrell
Matt & Lisa Hawkinson
Kerrie Kaspar
Joel & Breanna Malin
Anne Olsen Wagner
Linda Pfeilsticker
Amanda Prussing
Marianne & Steven Texley
Toppers Pizza
Kari Wantock
$5-$49 Friends
Anonymous
Kirsten Ausman
Kelly Bartelson
Rachel Bartelson
Molly Blaess
Aaron Brost
Pete Brueggen
Tiffany Calhoun
Erica Ericksen
Diane Ewing
Kiley Goke
Kim Hancock
Mandy Hansel
Julie Heinrichs
Ben Johnson
Amanda Jonsgaard
Brittany Krings
Brittany Littel
Laura Mielke
Nathan Mitchell
Karen Mueller
Erin Mumma
Barb Nagel
Srinivas Ponakanti
Adam Potthast
Hannah Rood
Brock Rutzen
Tabitha Sheehan
Lindsay Sherman
Brad Van Horn
Robyn Wangburg
Nathan Warneke
Brianna Zabel

Pat Beckman
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning
Janet Block
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning
Bill Braun
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning
Lizz Bartlett Hall
Larry & Janet Luttmers
Ray Felton
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning

Jillian Fitzgerald
Scott & Amy Halverson
Gayle Goetzman-Stolpa
Larry & Janet Luttmers
Gayle Gordon
Marie Holmquist
Scott Halverson
James A. & Marleen Miller
Mitzi Henderson
James Henderson & Raymond O’Loughlin

HONORARIUMS
Jessica’s Graduation
Gayle Goetzman-Stolpa
Reed & Robin McPeak
Randy & Gloria Miller
Lori Rivers
Larry & Janet Luttmers
Brian & Penny Russell
Elizabeth & Todd Paulson
John Weaver
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning

DONATIONS TO SPECIAL PROGRAMS & FUNDS
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MEMORIALS
Richard “Dick” Adank 
Katherine Adank 
Nancy Boyum Brown 
Dennis & Karen Cleveland Family 
Carolyn Goplen 
Ursula Hogenson & Children 
Barbara Hultgren 
Paul & Peggy Killian 
Jerry & Mary Lowery 
Nancy & James Reynolds 
Thomas & Marie Tibor 
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning 
James & Mary Yahnke
Joe Bach 
Elizabeth Bach
Donald V. Biesanz 
Christina Biesanz
Allison Boelter 
Raizl Campbell
Jeff “JB” Boelter 
Julie Boelter
Nancy Buhler 
Ben & Sharon Baratto
Nancy Carbone 
Ben & Sharon Baratto
Connie Cleveland 
Dennis & Karen Cleveland Family
Joyce Ehlers 
Paul & Wendy Schneider	
James G. Elliott 
Joy D. Elliott
Neil Frederiksen 
Michael G. Goergen

Eugene “Gene” Gorny 
Gayle Goetzman-Stolpa 
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning
Tubby Jackels 
Scott & Amy Halverson 
Randy & Christine Streukens
Doris Jensen 
Jane Anderson 
Ben & Sharon Baratto 
Andrew & Kristin Bergaus 
James A. & Marleen Miller 
Bruce & Carol Ramsdell 
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning
Dr. Wayne Kirk 
Ben & Sharon Baratto
Jim Klinger 
Paulette Klinger
Ron Kruse 
Jerry & Mary Lowery
Jerry Langowski 
James A. & Marleen Miller
Daniel McGill 
James A. & Marleen Miller
Dave Mertes 
Gayle Goetzman-Stolpa 
Scott & Amy Halverson 
Luke & Brenda Merchlewitz 
John & Shelley Milek 
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning
Brian Neil 
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning
Ardyce Paulson 
James A. & Marleen Miller

Julie Poehling 
Ben & Sharon Baratto
Herbert B. Polachek 
Daniel & Bruce Polachek
Susan Roehrich 
Vicki Andring 
Scott & Carmen Hannon 
Luke & Brenda Merchlewitz 
John & Shelley Milek 
John & Janet Ruggeberg 
Steve & Margaret Schild 
Marianne & Steven Texley 
Marie & Tom Tibor 
Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning
William Schuth 
Robert & Diane Larson
Ryan Squires 
Ben & Sharon Baratto
Ron Stevens 
Larry & Janet Luttmers
Todd Taylor 
Ben & Sharon Baratto
Tom Thompson 
Dennis & Karen Cleveland Family
Cheri Weaver 
Judy Davis 
Larry & Janet Luttmers 
Kathy Palmquist 
Nancy & James Reynolds
Jack & Peggy Youngstrom 
Larry & Carol Partington

EVENT 2025 AUCTION DONORS
507 Company
Acoustic Café
Adventure Cycle & Ski
Altra Federal Credit Union
Ashley Furniture
Steve & Nancy Bachler
Backwater Tackle
Bruce Bechly - Keller Williams
Behrens Manufacturing
Shawn Beier - REAL Brokers
Biesanz Stone Company
Big River Climbing Guides
Blue Heron Coffeehouse
Bluff Country Co-op
Julie Boelter
Bonnie Rae’s Café
Bremer Bank
Bridges Golf Course
Bronk’s Gardens
Cedar Valley Golf & Dining
Children’s Museum of La Crosse
City of Winona Park & Recreation
CodaBow
Coffee Camper
Commonweal Theatre
Computer Dock
Cone Chiropractic
Coron Family Chiropractic
Cottage House Inn
Culver’s of Winona
Dale’s Cleaning Service
Jolene Danca
Nancy Denzer
DJ’s Surplus
Bob & Deb Dunn
El Patron
Elmaro Vineyard
Erbert & Gerbert’s
Fantastic Sam’s
Farmers Insurance Jensen Agency
Fifth Street Liquor
Fleet Farm
Flowers on Broadway
Gabby’s Bar & Lounge
Kathy Geraghty
Gilmore Avenue Car Wash
Goodview Activity Group

Mike & Jo Grant
Great River Shakespeare Festival
The Hatchery
Lisa & Matt Hawkinson
Heart’s Desire
Highway 61 Liquor
Hoff Celebration of Life Center
Hy-Vee
Iron Bluff Gym
Iron Craft
Janelle Kieffer Photography
Jay & Dee’s Special T’s
Kwik Trip
La Crosse Loggers & Steam
LARK Toys
Little Caesars
Justin & Ashton Lingerfelt
Loft on Third
Matt & Abbie Loos - REAL Brokers
Dawn Lueck
Kris Lynch
Stacey Matthees
Luke & Brenda Merchlewitz
Midtown Foods
Shelley & John Milek
Minnesota City Custom
Minnesota Lynx
Minnesota Marine Art Museum
Minnesota Orchestra
Minnesota Vikings
Minnesota Zoo
Scott & Amber Mlynczak
Muddled Thyme
Muddy Waters Yoga Studio
Mueller Photography
The Music Mart
Nona Designs
North End Pub & Grill
Old Time Mercantile
Penguin Zesto
Lynnea Pfohl & Joseph Cynor
Pillbox Bat Company
Pinhawk Club
Pizza Ranch
Pozanc Trucking & Landscaping
QDOBA Mexican Eats
REAL Brokers

The Refinery - Jenna Lubinski
Rick Bronson's House of Comedy
River City Wellness & IV
River Hills Dental
Mike & Sarah Roemer
Terri & Ralph Roemer
Rose Colored Glass
RTP Company
Saint Mary’s University Athletics
Taylor Sanchez & Dawson Wardwell
Sapori Di Sicilia
Dave & Connie Schultz
Brenda & Bryan Scott
The Shed
Sky Nails
St. Paul Saints Baseball Club
Steak Shop Catering
Studio Halo
Sugar Loaf Senior Living
Sullivan’s Supper Club
Taco Bell
Taco John’s
Target of Winona
Angela Thompson - Coldwell Banker
Thrivent
Total Wine & More
Treasure Island Resort & Casino
Robin Trombetta
University of MN Bell Museum
Renae & Glenn Vinton
Visit Winona
Walmart
The Watkins Company
WinCraft by Fanatics
Winona Area Public Schools
Winona Bluff Pickleball Club
Winona County Historical Society
Winona Family YMCA
Winona Sandwich Company
Winona State Football
Winona State Outdoor Education
Winona Symphony Orchestra
Winona Tour Boat
WKM Properties
WSHS Industrial Technology
WSU Foundation
Susan & Brian Zeller
Fred Ziegler

SCHOLARSHIPS
Class of 1974 Winhawk Spirit Memorial Scholarship
Alan Heaser
Timothy & Nancy Volkart O’Malley
WSHS Class of 1974 Scholarship Fund
Fly Like an Eagle WSHS AVID Scholarship
Fraternal Order of Eagles #1243
Mark Steffes Memorial Scholarship
John & Emily Cassellius
Fastenal
Matthew Krage & Samantha Papenfuss-Krage
MiEnergy Cooperative Scholarship
MiEnergy
Miller Mentoring Scholarship – It Takes Two
Anonymous
Rollingstone Scholarship
Sharon & Dick Flatten
Tim Speltz Light the Lamp Scholarship
Tim Speltz Light the Lamp Foundation
Sophia Allena Moe College Scholarship
Troy & Jessica Armbruster
Backwater BBQ – Lance Westby
John & Jane Brinkman
Dennis & Karen Cleveland
Edward Jones
Derek & Cathryn Espy
Larry & Rita Forbes
Mike Forbes
James Gilbertson
Goodview Winona Area Youth Hockey Association
Steve Groth
Jeffrey Grund & Kristie Stevens
Thomas R. Hennessy Family Charitable Trust
Jay & Dee’s Special-T’s
Joseph & Antoinette Kluck
Robert & Marlene Kohner
Timothy & Summer Kohner

Sophia Allena Moe Cont'd
Kurt & Joni Lossen
Market Street Tap
Steven & Elizabeth Maliszewski
MBCB Winona Group
Patricia Moe & Hope West
Richard & Amy Jo Moe
John & Debbie Nielsen
Todd & Elizabeth Paulson
Randy & Mary Jo Pfaff
Port 507 Bar
RTP Company
Gregory & Elizabeth Scarborough
Mike & Sue Schroeder
Rodney Sines
Macaulay & Abby Smith
Michael & Kimberly Smith
Edward Urbick
Terry Westby
Charles Williams & Kevin O’Connor
Jennifer Williamson
Winona Bar Owners Group
Winona Post
ZC Plumbing
Tom Blacklock Memorial Scholarship
Anonymous
Frederick & Patricia Blacklock
Colin & Ashley Marklowitz
Moses & Marla Simon
Xcel Energy Scholarship
Xcel Energy
Youth Alliance & Community Merit 
Scholarship
Jon Lica
Eugene Thiele
Dr. Richard Tristano

The Foundation’s planned giving program, the Lowell Nelson Society, 
was named in honor of the service and leadership of Superintendent Lowell 
Nelson who served the District from 1959-1973. Society members generously 

perpetuate their support of public education beyond their lifetimes.
Membership is accorded to those who leave a legacy to the Foundation 

by naming it as a beneficiary in their wills or other estate plans, insurance  
policies, qualified pension plans, or through charitable trusts, bargain sales,  
or other charitable arrangements. The Foundation urges donors to consult  

with their financial advisors when considering a planned gift.
Current members of the Lowell Nelson Society are listed below. We hope you’ll 

consider joining those who are leaving a lasting legacy that will benefit  
WAPS students for generations to come.

Judy Bodway
John & Susan Eddy
Mark Godsey	
Gayle Goetzman-Stolpa
Norma Grausnick*
Jim & Shannon* Hanzel
Donna Helble*
Susan Hoffe*
Neva King*

SOCIETY MEMBERS INCLUDE:
Harland & Pauline Knight*
Ruth Kottschade*
Tom & Leone Mauszycki
Luke & Brenda Merchlewitz
Roger* & Ramona Metz
John & Shelley Milek
Arvid & Gay Mortensen
LaVerne & Joliene Olson
Don & Linda Olson

Herbert B. & Anne B. Polachek*
Jim & Nancy Reynolds
Barbara Schilling*
Chuck & Judy Shepard
Sharon Suchla*
Rita Sullivan*
Linda A. Wood
Pete* & Joyce Woodworth

(*deceased)

www.FoundationWAPS.org
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GRANT DOLLARS IN ACTION 
2024-2025 APPROVED GRANT AWARDS
The Foundation awards monthly grants to enrich and expand educational opportunities in Winona Area 
Public Schools. This year, 77 grants totaling $69,000 were approved and awarded, helping to support 
important programs and projects that would otherwise not be available through normal District resources.

GOODVIEW 
ELEMENTARY
2nd Grade to Eagle 
	 Center
3rd & 4th Grade to 
	 Holiday Celebration 
	 of the Arts
3rd & 4th Grade to 
	 Minnesota Marine Art 
	 Museum
4th Grade to Physics 
	 Force Event
4th Grade to Science 
	 Museum
4th Grade to WSO 
	 Children’s Concert
GREEN Reading Program
Kindergarten to Apple Orchard
Kindergarten to Children's Museum
Positive Greetings at the Door Morning Bins 
Whitewater Field Trip for Buddies
Yoto for 1st Grade

WINONA MIDDLE SCHOOL
5th Grade to Minnesota Zoo
6th Grade to WCHS Cemetery Walk
6th Grade to Eagle Bluff Bussing
7th Grade to Guthrie
AVID Twins College Prep Day
DEEDs to Eagle Bluff
Evolve Minnesota Twins Day
Hawk Hour 5th Grade Read Aloud
Little Science Library
Payroll Deduction – Percussion 
	 Equipment
Payroll Deduction – Wonderbooks & Audiobooks
Rolling Whiteboards for Collaboration
Science in Action to Lake Park
Science in Action to Whitewater
Skatetime
Speech Therapy Update
Wonderbooks Collection in the Library
Yard Dice

WINONA SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL
American Government to State Capitol
AP Biology to Whitewater
AP World History to Minneapolis 
	 Institute of Art
Art to Minnesota Marine Art 
	 Museum 1
Art to Minnesota Marine Art 
	 Museum 2
Big 9 Music Festival 
	 Transportation
Dare to Dream – Media Arts
Dare to Dream – Project 
	 Podcast
Concert Choir Mini-Trip
FFA National Convention
FFA State Convention
Floriculture Corsages & Boutonnieres
Hands on Learning in Anatomy & Physiology
Independent Living Bowls & Buffets
Mayo Clinic High School Career Fest
NHS Supplies for Misato Visitors
School Store Addition
Senior Art Show
Signs of Suicide
Spanish 4 Children's Books
Wellness Supplies for Nutrition
WSHS Orchestra to Orchestra Hall
WSU STEM Day

WSHS Floriculture class  
corsages & boutonnieres

WMS Science in Action class at  
Whitewater State Park

Goodview GREEN Reading program

JEFFERSON ELEMENTARY
1st Grade to Children's Museum
2nd Grade to Lake Park
4th Grade to Whitewater
4th Grade to WSO Children’s 	
	 Concert
Kindergarten to Apple Orchard
Rios Culture Night Performance
Social Emotional Learning 
	 Rescue Kit

W-K ELEMENTARY
1st Grade to Whitewater
2nd Grade to Camp Wenonah
2nd Grade to Holiday 
	 Celebration of the Arts
2nd Grade to Lake Park
3rd Grade to Prairie Island
4th Grade Fishing at Lake 
	 Winona
4th Grade to WSO Children’s 
	 Concert
Boundless Field Trip

WINONA AREA 
LEARNING CENTER
Pinhawk Club
Teen Literature/Social 
	 Studies Collaborative 
	 Project
WALC Gives Back
WALC to Range & Alley
WALC to Whitewater

WALC Gives Back service project

WINONA AREA  
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Cultural Liaison for 
	 American Indian 
	 Education Programming
Parade of Graduates
Special Athletic 
	 Competition Supplies
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Each year, the Foundation supports innovation and creativity by offering WAPS employees the 
opportunity to apply for one $5,000 “Dare to Dream” grant. Applicants don’t need to follow the 
Foundation’s normal grant guidelines, but the funded project must benefit WAPS students. Thanks 
to a generous gift from Fastenal, a second “Dare to Dream” grant was awarded.
A Social Studies teacher, Steven Gilbertson and the students in his “Current History” 9th-12th Grade 
elective course record weekly podcasts on topics covered in class, but the task is challenging with 
only one podcast station available. The addition of two soundproofed stations with upgraded 
equipment and microphones allows all Social Studies classes the opportunity to podcast, as well 
as other school departments such as Arts, English, and World Language.
“Podcasting is a medium that most of our world now communicates and listens through,” 
Gilbertson said. “This grant allows students to work collaboratively and improve their speaking and 
listening skills while still learning the course content. It makes for a genuine and fun experience with 
students immersing themselves in a different learning technique.”
Tanya Corcoran teaches Art at WSHS, including the “Graphic & Digital Design” 9th-12th Grade elec-
tive course. With increased student interest, additional sections were added to accommodate 192 
students, but equipment is limited. Adding eight Canon® DSLR cameras, 33 subscriptions to the 
Procreate® Dreams app, headphones, backdrops, memory cards, and other miscellaneous equip-
ment allows more students the opportunity to learn and progress digital skills.
“The Graphic & Digital Design students are highly engaged and learn many new skills, some of 
which may end up being their future career,” Corcoran said. “Popularity of the course continues to 
increase, especially now that Winona Middle School students have the opportunity to take Media 
Arts classes. This award offers our students enhanced digital learning.”

FOUNDATION NEWS & NOTES

‘DARE TO
DREAM’  
GRANT

AWARDS
In fall 2024, the Foundation’s 

Board of Directors 
announced two winners of 

$5,000 “DARE TO 
DREAM” GRANT 

AWARDS:
Steven Gilbertson 

and  
Tanya Corcoran

The awards supported 
upgrades to podcasting 

and media arts equipment 
at Winona Senior  

High School.

In 2025, the Foundation celebrated 10 student winners of 
our annual Haake Poetry Contest.

WINONA MIDDLE SCHOOL
• 1st – $200 – Lilia Blahnik 

	 Delicate Silence
• 1st – $200 – Swin Schul  

	 Judgment Dreams
• 2nd – $100 – Addie Hansen  

	 Thunder
• 2nd – $100 – Jonathan Spalding 

	  Saturday
• 2nd – $100 – Nora Pollock – 

	 I Sit in my Chair at School

WINONA SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL
• 1st – $200 – Ashiiyah Alexander 

	  Lockdown Lullabies
• 1st – $200 – Marina Narvaez  

	 The Tragedy of the Foreign Man
• 2nd – $100 – Morwyn Johnson  

	 Nostalgia
• 2nd – $100 – Jacob Sheridan  

	 Ode to the Wind
• 2nd – $100 – Xitlali Martinez Carbajal 

Questioning My Dreams

A total of 113 poems were entered in the contest, with 63 
from WMS and 50 from WSHS. All entries were assigned a 
code and student names were removed for the judging 
process. Judges included Winona community members 
Eileen Dahlin, Ken McCullough, and Marcia Ratliff.
In 2008, Dr. Paul Haake initiated a fund with the Foundation 
for WAPS in memory of his father, Arnold, who was known 
for his love of poetry during his years at WSHS. The purpose 
of the fund was to support an annual poetry contest for 
WMS and WSHS students. Paul was a 1950 WSHS graduate who retained a strong bond to 
his hometown, giving generously to Winona's educational institutions. He earned a BA and 
PhD from Harvard and went on to become a distinguished research chemist and educator 
at Wesleyan University and UCLA.

Media Arts Project Podcast

Winona Middle School Haake Poetry winners Winona Senior High School Haake Poetry winners

Haake Poetry judges



Community and alumni support has been invaluable to  
the many projects that have benefited our students.

If you or a family member are a WSHS alumni,  
please use the online form found at: 

 www.FoundationWAPS.org/alumni  
to update your contact information.

1570 Homer Road
Winona, MN 55987
507-494-1004

INVESTING IN TODAY’S STUDENTS FOR TOMORROW’S FUTURE.

OUR MISSION

www.FoundationWAPS.org For more information, contact the Foundation at:
Support@FoundationWAPS.org or 507-494-1004

HOW YOU CAN HELP
Donations can be made online at www.FoundationWAPS.org, 
in person at our office at Winona Middle School, or by mail to:  

1570 Homer Road, Winona MN 55987. Gifts are frequently made 
in honor or in memory of a special person or event.

The single purpose of the Foundation is to 
enrich and expand educational opportunities 

in Winona Area Public Schools. 

COMMUNITY & ALUMNI SUPPORT


