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Shelley Milek, Executive Director

  Foundation 	 Files
For nearly ten years I've had the immense pleasure of being involved with the 
Foundation—five as a board member/officer and four as executive director. But as of 
September 1st, I will have retired following the graduation of our fourth/youngest and the 
subsequent sale of our in-town home. When I stepped into the executive director posi-
tion in 2008, I expected to serve for approximately two years on a somewhat  
interim basis. But fast forward four years and I find that I've been here twice that long 
and enjoyed it twice as much as well!

Introducing Shelley Milek 
For this reason, I'm so very pleased to share with you that 
Shelley Milek has accepted the position of Executive 
Director of the Foundation for WAPS beginning September 
1st. Shelley has a rich background in finance and marketing 
having served as Market President for Home Federal in 
Winona and Credit Union Manager, Loan Officer for 
Federated Employees Credit Union in Owatonna.  She was 
also the Administration Department Head of Huckle 
Publishing, Inc. in Owatonna/Faribault and Administrative 
Director of Garden State Investment in Bloomington, MN / 
Islandia, NY. Shelley has a degree in Business Administration from University of 
Wisconsin-LaCrosse and has had significant involvement in our community which 
includes serving as the current Chair of the City of Winona’s Merit Board and as Board 
Member of the Winona Community Foundation. She has been actively involved in Junior 
Achievement, Women’s Resource Center, March of Dimes, Rivertown Shuffle and WAPS 
Sports, Prom, Winterfest Committees. The Foundation also was fortunate to have the 
benefit of her considerable talents as a member of  the 2012 Gala Steering Committee 
and co-chair of the Gala Decorations Committee. Shelley and her husband John have a 
freshman son and a senior daughter at WSHS.

Welcome Shelley! If you’d like to contact her, please call the Foundation office at 
507.494.1004 (same #) or e-mail shelley.milek@winona.k12.mn.us. 

Heartfelt thanks to each and every one of you for the wonderful support that you have 
provided the Foundation and our schools.  I am so grateful and will cherish the outstand-
ing friendships and memories made during these years at the Foundation.

- Susan Eddy, Retiring Executive Director

The 2011-2012 was very active and eventful year for the Foundation. Some of the highlights include:

	•	25 classroom and school grants	 • Over $58,000 raised at this year’s “Denim & Diamonds Gala” for SMART boards
	• $5,000 Dare to Dream Grant for	 • 56 donor advised funds 
 	 WMS Smart Response System (SRS) 	 • 10 scholarships	  
		 lending library to use with SMART boards 	 • Over $333,000 has been directed this year through the Foundation to projects 
		 in WMS classrooms		  that enhance public education in Winona.
On behalf of our board of directors, I would like to extend our deepest gratitude for your generosity and kind support. Your help  
has made possible all of the special programs, projects, field trips and speakers listed inside this newsletter—and much, much more. 
Heartfelt thanks to each of you and I hope you will contact us with any questions or ideas for the Foundation and our schools. 

  The

September 2011 through August 2012

From the Executive Director

Highlights of the  Year

Susan, with new executive  
director, Shelley Milek



WMS Winners: (L-R) – Anders Braaten, Brianna Cumiskey 
Claire Conway, Kristen Carrie, Eden Simon-DeBroux

WSHS Winners: (L-R) – Coral Weinstock, David Luttmers, 
Nicholai Kropp, Dot Armstrong (not pictured: Les Poling)

WSHS First Place Award 
Winners

Dot Armstrong: “The Hive” 
Nicholai Kropp: “Uhmerika”

WSHS Second Place Award 
Winners 

David Luttmers: “Chosen” 
Les Poling: “Ode of Uncertainty”

Coral Weinstock: “Clamor” 
 

WMS First Place Award 
Winners

Anders Braaten: “Then It Was 
Quiet” 

 Brianna Cumiskey: “Light”

WMS Second Place Award 
Winners 

Kristen Carrie: “Dawn” 
Claire Conway: “A Skater At Heart” 
Eden Simon DeBroux: “Waiting...”

Annual Haake Poetry Prizes	  
	                                               Awarded at WSHS & WMS

The Annual Haake Poetry Prizes were presented on May 23rd to ten WSHS & WMS students. These winners were blindly  
selected by an esteemed judges’ panel including: Emilio DeGrazia - award-winning poet & writer, WSU Professor Emeritus, and 
Winona’s current Poet Laureate; Carol Borzykowski - poetry publisher, Fine Arts Commission member and senior librarian, and 
Chris Livingston - owner of the Book Shelf and president of the Midwest Booksellers’ Association.

The Foundation for Winona Area Public School is pleased to sponsor educational enrichment programs such as this for students. 
We are grateful for the generosity of Dr. Paul Haake for underwriting this program. We also wish to thank WSHS teacher Laura 
Armstrong, WMS teacher Eileen Dahlin and the WAPS Language Arts teachers, our esteemed panel of judges as well as the 
nearly 100 student contestants for their support and participation. 

The Foundation for WAP'S	  
	                      2011 Dare to Dream Award Winners

The Foundation's Dare to Dream Award is an annual $5,000.00 innovation grant which was 
created to foster the creative spirit within the District. This year’s winners are Paul Schollmeier 
and Terri Spartz of Winona Middle School.

Paul and Terri’s request was to purchase a ‘lending library’ of SMART Response Systems (SRS) 
that can be shared with all WMS classrooms to further enhance the SMART board learning 
experience for students.   The SMART Response System includes individual handheld units 
to be used by students to interact with the SMART board which enables teachers to check 
student comprehension, take surveys or instantly track quiz and exam results. The results 
from the system can be instantly downloaded into various software modes to gauge student 
understanding, the effectiveness of a particular lesson plan or to graphically display indi-
vidual and class strengths/weaknesses.  

SRS units provide instant evaluation of student comprehension and can even identify specific questions that may need further 
instruction. Assessments and surveys can be used to modify and differentiate lesson plans and teaching activities that will help 
maximize learning. 

Judges: Judges (L-R) -  
Emilio DeGrazia, Chris Livingston 

and Carol Borzyskowski. 

Gaby Peterson, Fountation V.P., Susan Eddy, 
WMS Principal Mark Anderson, and  

WMS teachers Terri Spartz, Paul Schollacier

In Appreciation of Dr. Paul Haake
On December 3, 2011, Paul Haake, a most distinguished research chemist, educator and WSHS alumnus 
passed away in Middletown, Connecticut. Although Paul went on to college, medical school, and eventually 
graduate school in chemistry at Harvard, he always kept his hometown of Winona close to his heart.  Six years 
ago, he initiated a wonderful program through the Foundation for WAPS to honor the memory of his father, 
Arnold, who was known for his love of poetry during his years at WSHS.  The result was the annual Haake 
Poetry Prize that Paul generously funded which is awarded each year to five promising student poets at 
Winona Senior High and five at Winona Middle School via a writing competition. This program has encouraged hundreds of students 
each year to enjoy and pursue the field of poetry. The result has been over 50 winning applicants whose lives have been significantly 
touched by the recognition and encouragement that this award provides. Dr. Haake will be greatly missed but his legacy will live on 
to benefit WAPS students for years to come.



Gala Chair Luke Merchlewitz and the Foundation Board of Directors wish to thank the capacity gathering of outstanding citizens 
who attended its Denim & Diamonds Gala on March 3rd at Visions Event Center. As a result of this event over $58,000.00 was 
raised for SMART boards/technology at our schools. Special thanks are extended to our two lead sponsors – Merchants Bank 
and Winona National Bank. These two businesses made the outstanding contribution of three SMART boards each (six total) to 
our schools in support of the Gala. We sincerely appreciate the community focus and commitment to education of both 
Winona National and Merchants Bank.

The $58,000.000 raised for SMART boards at this event will be of benefit to our students for years to come.  We are so grateful 
to all participants, sponsors and donors. Please save the date of March 2, 2013 for next year’s “Party with a Purpose” Gala at 
Visions Event Center.

Denim & Diamonds Gala Raises $58,000 
									            	       for Smart Boards

The Foundation for Winona Area Public Schools’ 2012 Legacy Award was presented to Gary 
Evans at the Denim & Diamonds Gala on March 3rd at Visions Event Center.  Gary is one of the 
originating founders of the Foundation for WAPS and was a driving force for the “Campaign for 
Public Education” in 1995 which was the first joint effort in U.S.   history between two  
foundations to benefit a public university and a public school district. Thanks to his support, 
endowment funds were established for the Foundation for WAPS for educational enhancements 
for students. Also, as President and CEO of Hiawatha Broadband Communications, Inc., a close 
partnership of support has been established between our schools and the company. 

The Foundation is honored to present the 2012 Legacy Award to Gary Evans in recognition of his tradition of selfless giving to benefit 
our students, this Foundation and our community.

2012 Legacy Award	  
	                                    Presented to Gary Evans



2012 Gala SMART  
Board Donors
$7,500 Lead Sponsor/Donor 
   Merchants Bank 
   Winona National Bank
Gala Diamond Patrons 
   Cytec
	 Miller Felpax
	 Wells Fargo-Winona
Gala Denim Patrons 
   McDonalds of Winona
	 Yarnology
	 TRW
	 Severson Oil
	 Dave & Judy Mertes
	 Kim & Steve Renk
$3,000 Donors 
 	 John & Susan Eddy
	 Gary & Ellen Evans
	 Tom & Maryann Severson
$2,000 Donors 
 	 Ronald & Joyce Wanek
$1,500 Donors 
	 Bob Kierlin &  
	   Mary Burrichter
	 Current Designs Kayaks
	 Miller Felpax
	 Randy & Debbie Skarlupka
$1,000 Donors 
   Morgan’s Jewelers
	 Rod & Nancy Nelson
	 Todd Paulson
$650 Donors
	 Erik & Kelly Halvorson
$500 Donors    
	 Horace & Rose Andersen
	 Ashley Furniture 
	 Jane & Scott Biesanz
	 Sandra & Brian Burke
	 Dwight & Gay Casper
	 Cheri Crigler Eddy
	 Chuck & Laura Eddy
	 Ray & Laura Feller
	 Katherine & Dave Gilmer
	 Aaron & Lisa Hanesworth
	 Jerry & Lois Heymans
	 Deb & Bob Leaf
	 Don & Linda Olson
	 Larry & Christine Overhaug
	 Brad & Gaby Peterson
	 Patte Peterson
	 Southeast Technical College
	 Ron & Sue Sellnau
	 John & Jenny Staats
Up to $450 
	 Cindy & Craig Amberg 
	 Jim Anderson 
	 Anonymous 
	 Chris & Stacey Arnold 
	 Peter Bagshaw 
	 Ben & Sharon Baratto 
	 Diane Barge 
	 Eric & Cathy Bartleson 
	 Terry & Theresa Bauer 
	 Bob & Tracey Benedict 
	 Loren & Deb Benz 
	 Mary & Larry Bergin 
	 Mike & Denise Bernatz 
	 Megan & Nick Biesanz 
	 Scott & Deb Birdsall 
	 Jeanine & Cliff Black 
	 Louie & Jodie Byrne 
	 Peg Carroll 
	 Anita & Dennis Cisewski 
	 Mark Chaney 
	 Dar Dammermann 
	 Donna & Dennis Daniels	
	 Doug & Patti Darbo 
	 Bill & Judy Davis 
	 Downtown Dental 
	 Tanya & Roger Fegre 
	 Gayle Goetzman 
	 Kathy & Gary Granseth 
	 Erik & Kelly Halvorsen 
	 Scott & Carmen Hannon	
	 James and Shannon  Hanzel 
	 Tim Hatfield 

 (Gala Donors - Continued) 
	 Lisa & Matthew Hawkinson 
	 Carol Heyl & Don Stone 
	 Keith & Marie Holmquist 
	 Randy & Mary Hyde 
	 Trisha & Michael Johnson 
	 Jack Kaehler 
	 Don & Joan Klagge 
	 Harry & Betty Kline 
	 Harland & Pauline Knight 
	 Knitcraft St Croix Knits 
	 Jay Kohner  
	 Carol Kramer 
	 Lyle Laturno 
	 Scott & Judy Lee 
	 Jeff & Dawn Lueck 
	 Jackie Mahlke 
	 Kevin & Bonnie Mahoney 
	 Ruth Marg 
	 John Meier & Molli Kook 
	 Judy & Dave Metes 
	 Mark & Marsha Metzler 
	 Shelley & John Milek 
	 Mike & Sally Moran 
	 Gay Mortensen 
	 E.W. & Marion Mueller 
	 Lisa Mullen 
	 Amy Nankivil 
	 Gerry & Patricia Neal 
	 Michelle & Rick Nester 
	 Arvie & Corwin Osterloh 
	 Owen Warneke & Associates 
	 Todd & Liz Paulson 
	 Kraig & Kim Penrod 
	 Kathie & Mark Peterson 
	 Jane Peterson 
	 Jillian Quandt 
	 Paul & Vicki Rader 
	 Russ & Wanda Rattunde 
	 Bruce & Mary Reek 
	 Kim & Steve Renk 
	 Tom & Bonnie Retzinger 
	 Jim & Nancy Reynolds 
	 Jack & Judy Richter 
	 Kim & Juan Roque 
	 RTP Corporation 
	 Margaret & Steve Schild 
	 Peter Shortridge 
	 Karl & Karin Sonnenman 
	 St. Croix Knits 
	 Randy & Christine Streukens 
	 Teakworks4U 
	 Scott & Nicolle Tober 
	 Judi Vold 
	 Ronal & Joyce Wanek 
	 Cheryl & Gregory Weaver 
	 Linda & Dean Wedler 
	 Joan & Dave Wickstrom 
	 Winona Education  Association 
	 Winona Sandwich Company 
	 Jim Wright

Bob Hogenson/WK Fund
	 Maggie May
Bruce Reeck Fund 
	 Donald & Shelly Addington 
	 Eric & Laurie Andersen 
	 H.J. & Rose Marie Andersen 
	 Bruce & Shannon Bechly 
	 Sally Beck 
	 Kristin & Andrew Bergaus 
	 Lara Berzinski 
	 Mike & Julie Biggerstaff 
	 Deborah Biron 
	 Sara & Richard Bittle 
	 Sada Boden 
	 Jeffrey & Julie Boelter 
	 Shaun & Deborah Sparks Bollig 
	 Jason & Sherry Brickner 
	 Matthew & Laurie Broghammer 
	 Earl Buswell 
	 Thomas & Diane Buswell 
	 Timothy Buswell 
	 Kevin & Mary Cappel 
	 Rick & Debbie Christenson 
	 Dennis & Karen Cleveland 
	 Keri Dobosenski 
	 Cynthia Donahue 
	 Susan & John Eddy 

(Bruce Reeck Fund - Continued) 
	 Berdell & Cal Eastlund 
	 Timothy & Kim Firstbrook 
	 Timothy & Stacy Flanagan 
	 Eileen Frischmon 
	 Sandra & Keith Gernentz 
	 Dale & Nancy Getz 
	 Mitzi & Paul Girtler 
	 Jeremy & Christine Gosch 
	 Gotta Dance 
	 Gary & Marilyn Grob 
	 Mary & Gregory Hagen 
	 James & Shannon Hanzel 
	 Bruce & Janice Harem 
	 James & Kathleen Harrits 
	 Thomas & Karen Hemker 
	 Thomas & Sarah Heinecke 
	 Robert & Ursula Hogenson 
	 Serena & Larry Holstad 
	 John & Phyllis Howatt 
	 Angela & Michael Iverson 
	 Jason & Verissa Johnsgaard 
	 Peter & Lu Johnson 
	 Michelle & Steven Kaczorowski 
	 Thomas & Susan Keller 
	 Tamara Kruse 
	 Slater & Edith Lampman 
	 Dennis & Joanne Landers 
	 Dan & Holly Lecheler 
	 JoAnne Lempke 
	 Matthew & Erin Martin 
	 Erik & Kirsten Martensen 
	 Stacey Matthees 
	 Fran & Cathy McCann 
	 Barry & Kimberly McRaith 
	 Jeremy & Teresa Mickelson 
	 Brennen Moger 
	 Gregory & Kathleen Moser 
	 Kris & John Nett 
	 Kristin & Timothy Nibbelink 
	 Laverne & Joliene Olson 
	 Sandra & Fred Olson 
	 Gordon & Cheryl Overby 
	 Judith Peterson 
	 Patricia Peterson 
	 Bruce & Mary Reeck 
	 Darwin & Sue Reeck 
	 Matthew & Kristin Reeck 
	 Shirley Reeck 
	 Tom & Mary Reeck 
	 Martin Renk 
	 Thomas & Bonnie Retzinger 
	 Donald Riemer 
	 James & Pamela Riemer 
	 Karen Riemer 
	 Linda Rosenberg 
	 Nancy & Thomas Schmit 
	 Charles & Sandra Schollmeier 
	 Christine & Paul Schollmeier 
	 David & Kirstin Schultz 
	 Stephanie & Timothy Simmons 
	 Matthew & Katy Smith 
	 State Farm Insurance 
	 David Stevens 
	 Valentine & Mary Jo Stiever 
	 Karen & Richard Sweet 
	 Mr. & Mrs. David Theurer 
	 Gerald & Kathleen Thomas 
	 Sean Timm 
	 Sally VanDrunen 
	 Craig & Sandy Weatherhead 
	 Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning 
	 E Dean & Linda Wendler 
	 Bradley & Michele Williams 
	 Sarah Williams 
	 Winona Community Foundation 
	 Winona High School 
	   Boy’s Hoops Club 
	 Mary Woida 
	 Constance J. Wood 
	 Erin Worthing 
	 Matthew & Alyssa Worthing 
	 Robert Wurm
Endowment Fund
	 John & Ardus Cleveland 
	 Marjorie M. White
England/Ireland Trip Fund 
	 Lynne & Harold Ornes
 

FFA Fund 
  Pat & Jerry Papenfuss
Goodview Parent Involvement 
  Rukavina Family Fund
Gym Floor Fund 
	 Suzanne Schaefer Bryan
Jefferson Project Peak 
  Rukavina Family Fund
Miller Mentoring
	 Dare L. White &  William 
	   F. White Foundation 
	 Hugh & Vera Miller 
	 Jillian K. & Jeremy J. Quandt 
	 RTP Company 
	 Wm. Miller Scrap Iron & 
	   Metal Company 
	 Jerry & Susan Miller
Regional Science Fair 
	 Hiawatha Foundation 
	 Merchants Bank 
	 Watlow 
Rollingstone iPad Fund 
	 Bernard & Sharon Baratto 
	 Wayne & Kristine Boettger 
	 Bonnie Rae’s Café 
	 Joshua & Dana Bruemmer 
	 Todd & Julie Burow 
	 Jenny Bushman 
	 Leland & Patricia Buxengard 
	 City of Rollingstone 
	 Janel Dean 
	 Rinaldo Dicenzo Jr. 
	 Carlus & Carolyn Dingfelder 
	 Andrea & Jeffery Dornbusch 
	 Jeanette Drake 
	 R & S Flatten 
	 Robert & Janice Haxton 
	 Kenneth & Patricia Heaser 
	 Craig & Gail Henderson 
	 Thomas & Sandra Hengel 
	 Jane Hentges 
	 Jason & Crystal Hodge 
	 Francis & Theresa Hoffman 
	 Thomas & Cecilia Hoffman 
	 Michael & Ronda Kaiser 
	 Kendell Lumber 
	 Troy & Michelle Kieselhorst 
	 Robert & Jerre Klinger 
	 GT & JS Kosidowski 
	 James Kreidermacher 
	 Duane & Geri Lehnertz 
	 Tina & David Lehnertz 
	 Pam & Greg Lica 
	 Roger & Jane Maschka 
	 Merchants Bank 
	 Nancy Nelson 
	 O’Brien Stained Glass Company 
	 Karen Palencia 
	 Paul Speltz Construction 
	 Terry Peshon 
	 Susan & Todd Peterson 
	 Quick Accounting Systems 
	 Allen & Barbara Rahn 
	 Russell & Wanda Rattunde 
	 Rebel’s Bar & Grill 
	 Steve & Ann Ringlien 
	 Rollingstone P.T.A. 
	 William & Rhonda Schell  
	 Jacalyn Schneider 
	 Kevin & Jacqueline Schwartz 
	 Vada Seahorn 
	 Paul & Beverly Seppa 
	 Robert  & Nora Slavin 
	 A Eugene & Barbara Smith 
	 Gary & Charlene Spencer 
	 Peter & Maureen Speltz 
	 Leona Thiele 
	 Cheri Tuxen 
	 Joan & Dale Van Brunt 
	 RA & Elaine Wessel 
	 Nancy & Nicholas Whaley 
	 Lizbeth & Scott Wilson 
	 Clement & Linda Wiley 
	 J. & K. Worthley 
	 Jennifer & Chad Woyczik 
	 Joel Zeches
Special Ed 
	 Rukavina Family Fund

SEMN Science Fair 
	 Denise Eppens     
Teacher of the Year Fund
	 Anonymous 
	 Anne Hayes 
	 Bill & Janet Baker 
	 Eric & Cathy Bartleson 
	 Blaine School District 
	 Randy & Ann Blaser 
	 Mary Burrichter & Bob Kierlin 
	 Byron School 
	 Central Lutheran Church 
	 John & Susan Eddy 
	 Jim & Shannon Hanzel 
	 Bob & Marlene Kohner 
	 Merchants Bank 
	 Susan & Jerry Miller 
	 Margaret Schild 
	 Chuck & Judy Shepard 
	 Barbara & Steve Slaggie 
	 Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning
Wall of Champions Fund 
	 James & Lloydine Abbott 
	 H.J. & Rose Marie Andersen 
	 Paul & Therese Andersen 
	 Kelly Baker 
	 Steven Barge 
	 Brad Berzinski 
	 Howard & Jane Bicker 
	 Matthew & Kari Bollant 
	 Suzanne Bryan 
	 Daniel & Jayne Burnikel 
	 Lexi Burnikel 
	 Matthew Double 
	 Matt Drazkowski 
	 Randy Ebertowski 
	 Andrew & Rebcca Edin 
	 O.J. Fawcett 
	 James & Maxine Flim 
	 J. Stephen &  
	   Frances Gerlach 
	 Scott Hagberg 
	 Scott & Carmen Hannon 
	 Trip & Louise Hedrick 
	 Dave & Mary Heise 
	 Ronald & Mary Hewett 
	 Robert Holz 
	 D David Johnson 
	 Dennis & Yvonne Johnson 
	 Don & Joan Klagge 
	 Jay Klagge 
	 Jeffrey & Christine Kletti 
	 Jacqueline & James Larson 
	 Dan & Shandra Leary 
	 Reed & Sylvia McPeak 
	 David Mertes 
	 Matthew &  
	   Michelle Mesenburg 
	 Kathleen Morken 
	 Veronica Morken 
	 Jacqueline & James Larson 
	 Dan & Shandra Leary 
	 Richard & Beverly Lindseth 
	 Nan Richards 
	 Paul & Sharroll Richards 
	 John & Janet Ruggeberg 
	 Greg & Leslie Scarborough 
	 Linda & Darin Shepardson 
	 Craig Schultz 
	 John & Barbara Schutz 
	 Matt & Katy Smith 
	 Peter Thern 
	 Sara & David Thorsett 
	 Thomas & Terry Tweedy 
	 WSHS Boys Hoops Club 
	 WSHS Booster 
	 Steve & Corinne Young 
	 E Dean & Linda Wendler 
	 John Wernz 
	 James & Elizabeth Wright 
	 Bailey Young 
	 Steven & Corinne Young 
	 John & Peggy Youngstrom 
	 Gregory Zaborowski
WSHS Business Dept. 
	 Helen IMM Fund
WSHS Italy/Greece Trip

Jon & Ruthann
	 Weispfenning

Donations to Special Programs

General Fund Donors
Liz Bach
Bill & Janet Baker
Bob Bambenek
Ray Brooks
Christine Buck
Don & Pat Cieminski
Margaret Claus
Rosemary Duran
Harold Ellis 
Charles & Phyllis Erwin

Leslie Foote
Joan C. Gates
Shannon Hanzel
Richard Kalbrener
George P. & Mary Ann Kendall
Lackore Electric Motor repair
Rebecca Lossen
Chris Meyer-United Way
Marlene Miller 
Dr. Mathew & Wendy Nelson

Joliene& Laverne Olson
Stan Pallock
Paul Kohner& Lynne Rabuse
Regional Youth and Family 
Services
Lynda & Jim Rickoff
Denis Rollmans
RTP
Allen R. Schulz
Judy & Charles Shepard

Val & Mary Jo Stiever
Ten for 20 Investment Club
Treasures Galore
Walter Tulare
Scott Walsh
Sandra Warneke
Jack Warnemunde State Farm
Winona Community 
Foundation
Nancy & Loren Wondrasch

Tri County Electric Coop
Winona Senior  
  Friendship Center 
RTP 
Shell Oil Company 
Winona National Bank 
Merchants Bank



Rachel Barak 
	 Muriel & Dave Arnold
Mathew Berhow 
	 Julie & Al Beth 
	 Ruth & Frank Bures
LaVonne Bitu 
	 Don & Judy Eger
Louise Bloom 
	 Robert & Jean Raz
Gail Bradbury 
	 Susan Roehrich
Richard Brown 
	 Susan & John Eddy 
	 Scott & Carmen Hannon 
	 Sonia Hanson 
	 Tom & Bonnie Retzinger 
	 Gary & Melissa Shields 
	 Cheri & Larry Tuxen
Delmer Bunke 
	 Ben & Sharon Baratto
Tim Burchill 
	 Barb Burchill
Joseph Hugh Canney 
	 John & Susan Eddy 
	 Dr. Scott & Carmen Hannon 
	 Jim & Shannon Hanzel 
	 Jack Kaehler 
	 Don & Linda Olson 
	 Susan Roehrich 
	 Sharon Suchla
Jim Carroll 
	 Peggy Carroll
Bernadine C. Dickey 
	 Judy Lee
Harriet Dyer 
	 Ben & Sharon Baratto
John Edstrom 
	 Terry Ann & Kim Anderson 
	 Dave & Muriel Arnold 
	 Maxine & Allan Aldinger 
	 Terry Ann & Kim Anderson 
	 Mike & Inghild Auken 
	 Bruce & Kathleen Ause 

	 Jay & Cindra Bade 
	 Margaret Bailey 
	 Scott & Jane Biesanz 
	 Nancy Boyum Brown 
	 Ruth & Frank Bures 
	 Citizen Publishing Co. 
	 Coldwell Banker 
	 Dennis & Karen Cleveland 
	 Douglas & Patti Darbo 
	 Dennis & Vicki Decker 
	 David Drury 
	 Paul & Ruth Durand 
	 John & Susan Eddy 
	 Kent & Cathy Espe 
	 David & Maryann Forsythe 
	 Candace Gordon 
	 Bruce & Janice Harem 
	 Helen Hartwich 
	 David & Mary Heise 
	 Travis & Jennifer Hemker 
	 Milton & Jean Hilbrecht 
	 James & Cheryl Jick 
	 Bruce & Margaret  
	   Shaw Johnson 
	 Phoebe & Dana Johnson 
	 Dennis & Vicki Decker 
	 Donald & Joan Klagge 
	 Robert & Marlene Kohner 
	 Jean Knutzen 
	 Rebecca Lien 
	 Laurie Lucas 
	 Ruth Marg 
	 Elizabeth McGrory 
	 Mark McGrory 
	 Karla Ann McLaughlin 
	 Curtis & Barbara Mihm 
	 Sheryl Miller 
	 Randolph & Gloria Miller 
	 Minnesota Free  
	   Paper Association 
	 Lynn Nankivil 
	 Carole Nelson 
	 George & Mary Nix 
	 Irene & Edmund Pellowski 
 

	 Geraldine Pergola 
	 Richard & Sandra Pope 
	 Jennie & Kevin Rafferty 
	 Dennis & Judith Raiche 
	 Bruce & Carol Ramsdell 
	 Richard Sr. & Irene Renk 
	 Ruth Rourke 
	 Carol Saecker 
	 Tom & Maryann Severson 
	 Mae Shortridge 
	 Karin & Karl Sonneman 
	 Robert & Beverly Stein 
	 Mike & Inghild Van Auken 
	 O.G. & MaryAnn Verding  
	 Bernie & Janet Wagnild 
	 Walz Chevrolet-Buick-GMC 
	 Daniel & Debra Weis 
	 Paul & Kristin Wetzel 
	 Jerry Whetstone 
	 David & Joan Wickstrom 
	 Pete & Joyce Woodworth
Trisha Frederickson 
	 John & Susan Eddy 
	 Jim & Shannon Hanzel 
	 Jan Mosher
Dean Fritze 
	 John & Susan Eddy 
	 Tom & Bonnie Retzinger 
	 Katy & Matt Smith
Marjorie Garness 
	 Susan & John Eddy 
	 Jim & Shannon Hanzel 
	 Don & Linda Olson 
	 Sharon Suchla
Maude Gernander 
	 Dave & Muriel Arnold
Maurice Godsey 
	 Vicki Andring 
	 Sharon & Ben Baratto 
	 Susan & John Eddy 
	 Shannon & Jim Hanzel 
	 Ruth & Don May 
	 Lisa & Mary Mullen 
	 Kristi Traxler 

	 Sandy Wernimont
Dewey Grossell 
	 Scott & Amy Halverson
Paul Haake 
	 Mildred Skurdalsvold 
	 Susan & John Eddy 
	 Jim & Shannon Hanzel 
	 Joan & David Nelson
Galen Halleck 
	 Susan & John Eddy 
	 Jim & Shannon Hanzel
Tom Henderson 
	 James A. Henderson
Bob Hogenson 
	 Amie Kerns
Audrey Huggenvik 
	 James A. & Marleen Miller
Sharon Kaczorowski 
	 Karen & Dennis Cleveland
Thomas Kimber 
	 Julie & Al Beth 
	 Jim & Shannon Hanzel 
	 Jim R. Miller
Estelle Klobuchar 
	 Ben & Sharon Baratto
Lester Knack 
	 Ben & Sharon Baratto
Genevieve Kulas 
	 Doris Schoenike
David Mahlke 
	 Judy Miller
Jim Martens 
	 Ben & Sharon Baratto 
	 Robert & Susan Edel 
	 Mary & Jerry Lowery 
	 Jim R. Miller 
	 Nancy & George O’Reilly
Leroy Nelson 
	 Mike & Denise Bernatz
Jane Ochrymowycz 
	 Ben & Sharon Baratto 
	 Janis Vose

Mary L. Pagliarello 
	 Ben & Sharon Baratto 
	 Jim & Dena Degnan  
	   and family 
	 Betty Perrella and Jean Lynch
George Partington 
	 Karen &  
	   Dennis Cleveland
Judge Duane Peterson 
	 Patte Peterson
Kevin Ryan 
	 Ben & Sharon Baratto 
	 Scott & Carmen Hannon 
	 Bruce & Jan Harem 
	 Nancy & George O’Reilly
Deb Salyards 
	 Ruth Marg
Paul Sanders 
	 Dorothy Sanders
Don Stone 
	 Susan & John Eddy
Rita Schell 
	 Sonia Hanson
Helen Sonneman 
	 Jane Leonard 
	 Lori Lippert
Nancy M. Stark 
	 Don Lee & Judith Eger
Bob Suchla 
	 Scott & Carmen Hannon 
	 Sonia Hanson 
	 Jack Kaehler
Bernardine Dickey 
	 Don & Linda Olson
Alice Thaldorf 
	 James R. Miller
George Tweedy 
	 Michael & Sharon Goergen
Dushan Urukalo 
	 Ben & Sharon Baratto
Edmund A. Wantock 
	 Jack Kaehler

Memorials

Honorariums
Dr. Andy & Rose Anderson 
	 Roger & Ramona Metz
Judy & Bill Davis’ 50th 
Aniversary 
	 Susan & John Eddy 
	 Eliz &  Steven Maliszewski
Terry Bauer’s Retirement 
	 Susan & John Eddy 
	 Jim & Shannon Hanzel 
	 Mary & David Heise
Margaret Claus’ Retirement 
	 Susan & John Eddy 
	 Jim & Shannon Hanzel 
	 Don & Linda Olson 
	 Sharon Suchla 
	 Jon & Ruthanne Weispfenning
Dennis Cleveland’s Birthday 
	 John & Ardus Cleveland 
	 Jim & Shannon Hanzel

Susan Eddy’s Retirement 
	 Susan and Steve Clark 
	 Laura & Chuck Eddy 
	 Gayle Goetzman 
	 Laurie Lucas 
	 Margaret Schild 
	 Sharon Suchla 
	 Jerry Whetstone 
	 Linda & Don Olson 
	 Eric & Cathy Bartleson 
	 Shannon & Jim Hanzel 
	 Christine & Randy Streukens 
	 Shelley & John Milek 
	 Luke & Brenda Merchlewitz 
	 Gaby & Brad Peterson 
	 Scott & Karen Sorvaag 
	 Kim & Steve Renk 
	 Susan Roehrich 
	 Dave & Judy Mertes 
	 Kim & Juan Roque 
	 Ben & Sharon Baratto
 

Diane Hanke’s Retirement  
	 Jim & Shannon Hanzel 
	 Don & Linda Olson 
	 Sharon Suchla 
	 Jon & Ruthane Weispfenning
Donna Helble’s Retirement 
	 Judy Davis 
	 Mary & David Heise 
	 Susan & John Eddy
Donna Helble’s Birthday 
	 Eric & Kari Johnsrud
Donna Helble & Reading  
on the Mall 
	 Family of Judy Whetstone
Bridget Kennedy &  
Dale Honsey’s Wedding 
	 Dean & Mary Auna 
	 Nichole Auna 
	 Gay & Dwight Casper 
	 Kady Honsey 
	 Mike & Diane Kennedy 
	 Rachel Ogard 

	 Kristy Shultis 
	 Craig & Joleen Smith 
	 Mark & Kathie Peterson 
	 Debra J. Pluim
Jay Klagge 
	 Don & Joane Klagge
Lori Krumholz’s Retirement 
	 Susan & John Eddy 
	 Don & Linda Olson
Anne Lawler’s Retirement 
	 Don & Linda Olson 
	 Sharon Suchla
Nan Richards 
	 Paul & Sharoll Richards
Lexi B. Burnikel 
	 Dayne & Dan Burnikel
Bailey Young 
	 Steve & Corinne Young
Herky’s Heroes 
	 Emily Cassellius
Arik Jacquart 20th Birthday 
	 Mike & Teri Jacquart

Mary Ness’ Retirement 
	 Sharon Suchla
Robert Ogren, Sr.’s Birthday 
	 Bob & Susan Ogren  
	   and Family
Gene Pelowski’s Retirement 
	 Susan & John Eddy
Gaby & Brad Peterson’s 
Birthdays 
	 Mindee Robinson
Mark & Kathie Peterson Family 
	 Bridget Kennedy
Trampust Riley Stejskal 
	 Jerry & Jo Stejskal
Nancy Brown 
	 Judy Davis
Sandy Wernimont’s Retirement  
	 Sharon Suchla
Greg Wing’s Retirement 
	 Don & Linda Olson 
	 Sharon Suchla

Scholarships
Jake & Hal Edstrom Music Scholarship
Joe Schultz SOFA Summer Vocal Scholarship
Bruce Ramsdell Honorary SOFA Scholarship
Miller Mentoring Scholarship

Lepley Japan Trip Scholarship
Untiet Memorial Scholarship
Winona Senior Friendship Center Scholarship

Tri-County Electric Scholarship
Express Employment Professionals
WSHS Scholarship

We have made every effort to provide an accurate listing of gifts received between 9/11/11 and 9/1/2012.   
However, if you find an error/omission, please contact the Foundation office at 507-494-1004.

  The Foundation for WAPS is honored to welcome the following new board members:
     Jennifer Anderson - District Manager-Social Security Administration, Winona Field Office; WAPS parent and school/community volunteer
     Susan Clark - Finance/Compliance Coordinator, Merchants Bank; WAPS parent & school/community volunteer
     Laura Eddy - Crescendo Consulting business owner, WAPS parent & school/community volunteer



WAPS 3rd Grade  
 Dakota Education Day

WAPS Elementary Sprouts 
 Get out and Grow Program

Elementary & WMS 2012 
Young Writers’ Conference

Jefferson 2nd Grade 
 National Eagle Center 
 Field Trip

Jefferson 4th Grade MN  
Zoo & Whitewater State  
Park Field Trip

Jefferson Elementary 
 Kids First Grant

Jefferson Elementary 
 Tablet Teaching Tool

WALC 9-12th Grade 
 Lifestyle Sports

WALC Positive Behavior 
Intervention & Support 
System

WALC Whitewater State 
 Park All-School Field Trip

WK Elementary After-School 
 Art Program- Washington- 
 Kosciusko

 
 

W-K Elementary 
 Kindergarten Trip to MN 
 Marine Art Museum

WMS 5th Grade MN Zoo & 
 IMAX theater Field Trip

WMS 6th Grade 
 Environmental Education 
 Field Trip to Eagle Bluff  
 Environmental Learning 
 Center

WMS 7th Grade Guthrie 
Field Trip to 
  “A Christmas Carol”

 

WMS 7th Grade History/ 
 Geography Video Library

WMS 7th Grade Science 
 Solar Panels/Wind Turbine

WMS 8th Grade Band 
 Festival Field Trip

WMS 8th Grade Quarry Hill 
 Field Trip

WMS Choir Performance 
 Festival

WMS & WSHS Miller 
 Mentoring Summer 
Program

 

WSHS & WMS Rachel’s 
 Challenge Student Assembly

WSHS High School Florida 
 Band Trip

WSHS High School Grade 
 Concordia Language Village

WSHS Senior Seminar

WSHS/WMS Student Trips  
 to Italy, Greece, Ireland, 
 England, Scotland, 
 Costa Rica

2011-12 Grant Awards

Courtney Anderson

Shannon Bechly

Frederick Blacklock

Elizabeth Boettcher

William Braun

Janet Bridwell

Carolyn Bruels

Joel Bruels

Kathleen Calvey

Mary Cappel

Gay Casper

David Chapman

Kristin Coudron

Eileen Dahlin

Maryann Dennis

Kimberly Eddy

Jon Feldhake

Timothy Firstbrook

Linda Gale

Timothy Gleason

Katrina Glick

Elizabeth Hall

Scott Halverson

Kelly Halvorsen

Lyn Halvorson

Gail Hannemann-Doering

Scott Hannon

Cory Hanson

Jon Hogenson

Marie Holmquist

Lisa Hudson

Gretchen Johns-Derbyshire

Cynthia Johnson

Brenda Katnis

Judith Kiekbusch

Kurt Kiekbusch

Jay Kohner

Molli Kook

Terrell Kroening

Lori Krumholz

Susan Larsen

Anne Lawlor

Holly Lecheler

Corey Lee

Joseph Lepley

Cory Hanson

Mary Lewis-Hyde

Pamela Lica

Kenneth Mann

Monica Maroushek

Hayley Martin

Brenda Merchlewitz

Luke Merchlewitz

Gail Midthune

Janet Moeller

Jeffrey Morgan

Gaylene Mortensen

Lisa Mullen

Nancy Nelson

Michele Nester

Patricia Norman

Steven Norman

Susan Ogren

Linda Olson

Chirstine Overhaug

Kenneth Paulsen

Gene Pelowski

Kim Penrod

Nathan Pollock

Carole Prudoehl

Barbara Rahn

Judy Sanvik

Thomas Sanvik

Margaret Schild

Steven Schild

William Schmidt

Charles Schollmeier

Kirstin Schultz

Rodney Schwarz

Julie Seeley

Melissa Shields

Anne Simon-Debroux

Joleen Smith

Katy Smith

Matthew Smith

Terri Spartz

Ted Stockmayer

Marianne Texley

Karen Thompson

Kristine Traxler

Dwayne Voegeli

Rachel Vogel

Cheryl Weaver

Kara Welch

Steve Wiltgen

Gregory Wing

Anne Wistrcill

Judith Yess

Heartfelt thanks to the nearly 100 WAPS staff members who participated in the Payroll Deduction Program benefiting the Foundation.  
Their support provided over $15,000 for our students and we are so grateful!

The following WAPS employees support the Foundation through the District’s Payroll Deduction Plan:

Teacher & Staff Payroll Deduction Participants

240 WMS eighth graders visited Quarry Hill Nature 
Center to enhance their knowledge of paleontology and 
local rock structure/formation  via labs and outdoor 
activities. While at the Nature Center the students 
searched for fossils, conducted geological experiments 
and participated in science experiments and rock  
climbing. This field trip is one of many educational 
enhancements made possible by Foundation donors.

WMS 8th Grade Trip	  
	                        to Quarry Hill



The dynamic "Halloween Machine" group of Winhawk sports enthusiasts performed in 
the annual "Dancing with the Winona Stars" Fundraiser on August 11th and raised over 
$8,000 for the Bruce Reeck Memorial Fund held here at the Foundation. 

The Halloween Machine performers include: Matt Reeck, Rick Bittle, Matt Drazkowski, 
Ray Winter, Tim Buswell, Michael Reimer, Brad Brezinski, and not pictured,  
Travis Whipple.

Dancing with Winona Stars  
	     	                      Dances for the Foundation's Bruce Reeck Fund

With Appreciation for our Retiring Directors
Horace Andersen, Mary Bergin, Chris Kendall, Lyle Laterno and Michele Nester will be greatly missed on our Foundation Board. All were very 
active with Mary, Michele and Horace serving multi-year terms as executive officers and Chris Kendall having served as chair of the Grants 
Committee for over four years. Heartfelt thanks to each of you. Your contributions to the board and this Foundaton have been invaluable.

Approximately 60 kindergarten students from 
Washington-Kosciusko Elementary participated in a 
field trip to the Minnesota Maritime Art Museum 
this spring. Museum Docent, Mr. Eric Nelson,  led 
the tour through the outstanding fine art collec-
tion. Next, Heather Casper, the Museum Curator of 
Education, led hands-on activites and discussion 
with the students reinforcing the themes presented 
in the paintings and artwork. The morning was 
capped off with a fun-filled lunch along the 
Mississippi River. W-K teacher Maggie May said 
that a great experience was had by all!

W-K Kindergarteners	  
	                                go to MMAM

 
On April 15, 1997, the Board of Directors of the Foundation established The Lowell Nelson Society in honor of former District 861 
Superintendent Lowell Nelson. Membership in the Society is accorded to those who help build the Foundation’s endowment by 
naming the Foundation as a beneficiary in their wills, qualified pension plans (including IRAs, 401Ks, Keoghs, and the like), insur-
ance policies, trusts, or other types of planned gifts. Twenty-five Charter Members will be designated “Society Founders.”  

To date, Society Founders include:

We hope you will consider the Foundation when you are updating your will or develop your estate or retirement plans. Our office 
is here to help you make a difference in the lives that follow.

Leave A Legacy…Through the Foundation's Lowell Nelson Society

Judy Bodway
Susan & John Eddy
Mark Godsey
Norma Grausnick
Harriet Green
Scott & Carmen Hannon
Jim & Shannon Hanzel
Susan Hoffe*

Neva King*
Harland & Pauline Knight
Ruth Kottschade*
Tom & Leone Mauszycki
Roger & Ramona Metz
Joliene & LaVerne Olson
Linda & Don Olson
Russ & Wanda Rattunde

Nancy & Jim Reynolds
Chuck & Judy Shepard
Barbara Schilling* 
Sharon Suchla 
Rita Sullivan*
Linda A. Wood
Pete & Joyce Woodworth

(*deceased)
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“Investing in today’s students for tomorrow’s future.”

Mission
�The Foundation for Winona Area Public Schools is an independent, non-profit, 501(c) 3 organization established in 
1991 and funded entirely by community and business supporters of education in Winona. The single purpose of  
the Foundation is to enrich and expand educational opportunities in Winona Area Public Schools by supporting 
important programs and projects that would otherwise not be funded through normal district resources.

Community & Alumni Support
Community and alumni support has been invaluable in the many projects that have benefited our students such as field trips, student  
speakers and enrichment programs. The Foundation also holds over 56 donor advised funds created by individual supporters to benefit  
specific educational causes of interest such as the SE MN Science Fair Fund, student scholarship funds, classroom technology funds, and 
funds for student learning trips.

How You Can Help
Donations can be made online (www.foundationwaps.org), in person  
(at our office at WMS) or by mail: 1570 Homer Rd, Winona, MN 55987. 
Gifts are frequently made in honor or in memory of a special person or 
event and can also be provided via a will, pension plan or other types of 
planned giving. 

For more information, please call the Foundation at 507.494.1004 or  
email: support@foundationwaps.org.

Sincere thanks to each of you for your support!Sincere thanks to each of you for your support!

Mark your Calendars 
	    for March 2, 2013
Please mark you calendays for March 2, 2013 for 
the Foundation's "Party with a Purpose Gala" 
to be held at Visions Event Center!


